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                                              GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
  WEEKLY REPORT                                                                  October 22, 2018 

WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS AT-A-GLANCE    

FEDERAL – Legislative 

 Congressional Recess. The U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives recessed 
two weeks earlier than scheduled to focus on the midterm elections. The Congress  
will reconvene the week following the November 6 elections. Read more.  

FEDERAL – Regulatory 

 BLM National Petroleum Reserve Drilling – Alaska. (Update to 5/14/18 Weekly Report) 
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has finally approved the long-awaited National 
Petroleum Reserve-Alaska (NPR-A) Greater Mooses Tooth 2 (GMT2) drilling plan. On 
October 15, the BLM issued a Joint Record of Decision with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers for the GMT2 project for continued production of oil and gas from federal 
lands in the 22.8-million acre NPR-A. Read more.    
 

 BLM Resource Advisory Council – Colorado. On October 12, the BLM Colorado office 
announced that it is reopening its public call for nominations for open positions on the 
15-member Rocky Mountain District Resource Advisory Council (RAC), including the 
Royal Gorge, San Luis Valley, and Gunnison field offices. RACs provide advice and 
recommendations for the BLM to consider on a range of resource and land 
management issues, including energy development on federal lands. Nominations  
are open through October 31, and an individual may self-nominate. Read more.  
 

 New BLM State Director – Colorado. The BLM will appoint Jamie Connell – a veteran 
land manager with a long history in Colorado – as the new state director for Colorado. 
“Connell moves from her current position as head of the Oregon-Washington office to 
the top agency post in Colorado, where she spent a decade working for both the BLM 
and Forest Service in Silverthorne, Montrose and Glenwood Springs.” Connell, who is  
set to arrive in Colorado “in the coming weeks,” according to Brian Steed, the agency’s 
deputy director of policy and programs, will oversee management of 8.3 million acres  
of federal land in the state. Read more.  
 

 BLM Lease Sale Parcel Nominations – Montana; South Dakota. On October 11, the  
BLM announced that it has opened a 15-day public scoping period for nominated oil  
and gas lease parcels located in Montana and South Dakota for the March 2019 oil  
and gas lease sale. Parcels nominated for inclusion in the March sale are located in 
Blaine, Toole, Custer, Carter, Fallon, Dawson, Richland, Wibaux, Big Horn, and Powder 
 

https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/so-long-to-washington-at-least-until-the-people-vote-WBokS7OwsE2soZ_mAHAqJw/
https://www.blm.gov/programs/planning-and-nepa/plans-in-development/alaska/GMT2-SEIS
https://www.chron.com/business/energy/article/BLM-clears-Conoco-to-move-ahead-on-Alaska-oil-13314261.php?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Chron_fuelfix
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-colorado-reopens-2018-nominations-rocky-mountain-district-resource-advisory
https://coloradosun.com/2018/10/16/jamie-connell-blm-colorado-director/
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River counties in Montana. In South Dakota, parcels nominated for inclusion in the 
March sale are located in Harding and Fall River counties. The scoping period runs 
through October 25, 2018, and is intended to solicit public input on nominated lease 
parcels, including the preliminary recommendations and stipulations. Read more.  
 

 EPA Oil & Gas Emissions Limits. On October 15, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) published a proposed rule, Oil and Natural Gas Sector: Emission Standards 
for New, Reconstructed, and Modified Sources Reconsideration (83 Fed. Reg. 52056),  
to amend Obama-era rulemaking released in 2016 (Oil and Natural Gas Sector: 
Emission Standards for New, Reconstructed, and Modified Sources; Final Rule;  
81 Fed. Reg. 35824) which imposed stringent emissions limits and reporting for oil 
and natural gas operations. The new proposed rule would decrease required 
monitoring, among other provisions. The revision is being lauded by the oil and gas 
industry. “EPA’s technical corrections to federal regulations are essential to ensure that 
the respective rules reflect current technologies and operations that are continuing to 
reduce methane emissions while ensuring alignment to the statutory authority of the 
agency,” said Howard Feldman, Regulatory and Scientific Affairs Senior Director at the 
American Petroleum Institute. Read more.   
 

 Federal Regulatory Agenda. On October 17, the Trump Administration released its 
Fall 2018 Regulatory Agenda and proposals for 2019. Specifically to our industry, the 
U.S. Department of the Interior will continue its regulatory and deregulatory priorities  
to focus on “promoting America energy and critical mineral development.” For Fiscal 
Year 2019, the agency will consider further revisions to its onshore rules and “will 
continue to pursue a regulatory agenda that seeks to eliminate or minimize regulatory 
burdens that unnecessarily encumber energy and mineral development, and that 
promotes efficient, effective and timely processing of energy and mineral permits  
and other authorizations on Interior-administered lands and waters.” Read more.  

FEDERAL – Judicial 

 Climate Change Lawsuit – U.S. Supreme Court. On October 18, Trump administration 
lawyers filed a notice with the U.S. District Court for the District of Oregon notifying 
the court that the government has filed a Petition for a Writ of Mandamus to the U.S. 
Supreme Court asking that the high court halt a case brought by a group of children and 
teenagers claiming that the federal government needs to do more to confront climate 
change. Regarding the case, Juliana et al. v. United States of America (Case No. 6:15-cv-
01517), the Supreme Court previously rejected a similar plea in July from the Trump 
administration to stop the case (Order No. 18A65). Still, the Supreme Court called the 
breadth of the claims “striking” and said “the justiciability of those claims presents 
substantial grounds for difference of opinion.” The government is now arguing that the 
parties are trying to get the judicial branch to direct climate policy, which isn’t within 
that branch’s purview. In the petition, the government lawyers claim that the plaintiffs’ 
 

https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-opens-public-scoping-period-march-lease-sale
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/10/15/2018-20961/oil-and-natural-gas-sector-emission-standards-for-new-reconstructed-and-modified-sources
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/06/03/2016-11971/oil-and-natural-gas-sector-emission-standards-for-new-reconstructed-and-modified-sources
https://www.ogj.com/articles/2018/10/epa-proposes-revisions-in-oil-and-gas-operations-emissions-limits.html?cmpid=enl_ogj_ogj_daily_update_2018-10-16&pwhid=73f736ac3570de7cb2d1476352ddc132f99b2a0080ca29356a260ed7db8d85a823becb658e2ff66dbc1d928788fdf484e19e732cacfd34e0ff0373b4ce96d900&eid=333089836&bid=2272694
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/jsp/eAgenda/StaticContent/201810/VPStatement.html
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/jsp/eAgenda/StaticContent/201810/Statement_1000.html
http://blogs2.law.columbia.edu/climate-change-litigation/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2018/20181018_docket-615-cv-1517_notice-1.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/073018zr_8mjp.pdf
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“alleged injuries stem for the cumulative effects of CO2 emissions from every source 
in the world over decades; whatever additions to the global atmosphere that could 
somehow be attributed to the government over the time it takes to resolve the  
pending petition are plainly de minimis.” Read more.  
 

 BLM Leasing – Colorado Federal Court. On October 17, the U.S. District Court of the 
District of Colorado agreed with environmental activists that the BLM failed to 
adequately consider greenhouse gas impacts from oil and gas drilling in its new  
resource management plan for the Colorado River Valley Field Office. In the case, 
Wilderness Workshop v. U.S. Bureau of Land Management (Case No. 1:16-cv-01822), 
Judge Lewis T. Babcock also found that the agency “failed to consider reasonable 
alternatives to oil and gas leasing and development” as part of its review of alternatives 
in the plan, which could open up more than 600,000 acres to oil and gas leasing. In its 
Opinion, the court has ordered the parties to reach an agreement as to remedies. If an 
agreement is not reached, the parties may submit briefs to the court on or before 
December 3, 2018 if a voluntary agreement cannot be reached. Read more. 

STATE – Legislative 

 Notary Public Amendments – Washington, DC. (Update to 9/24/18 Weekly Report)  
On October 15, Washington, DC Mayor Muriel Bowser (D) signed Bill B22-0324 into  
law. The bill, which was initially introduced by Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) at the 
request of Mayor Bowser (D), is known as the “Notary Public Electronic Establishment 
and Enhancement Amendment Act of 2017.” The bill amends current law in that it does 
not require the notary’s sole place of residence or business be in the District. Among 
other provisions, it requires that upon death, resignation, or revocation, notaries must 
return the official notarial seal to the District, along with other official documents and 
establishes an electronic notary system. The measure also departs from the Revised 
Uniform Law on Notarial Acts “in its requirement that notaries public obtain from the 
Mayor a separate endorsement on their notary commissions to perform electronic 
notarial acts.” The Act will take effect following a 30-day Congressional review from 
date of mayoral signing, and publication in the District of Columbia Register, a date 
which has not yet been reported by the DC City Council. Read more.  
 
 

State-by-State Legislative Session Overview 

Michigan, New Jersey and Pennsylvania are in regular session. Ohio is in skeleton session. 

The United States Congress, District of Columbia and Puerto Rico are in regular session. 

 

Illinois, Massachusetts, New York, Rhode Island and Wisconsin are in recess to the call of the 

chair. 

 

https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/412045-trump-admin-again-asks-supreme-court-to-stop-youth-climate-lawsuit?utm_source=&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=18632
https://westernlaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/2018.10.17-CO-River-Valley-RMP-Final-Decision.pdf
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/judge-blm-fell-short-in-oil-gas-plan-review/article_3d183276-d35d-11e8-be0d-10604b9f6eda.html
http://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B22-0324
http://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B22-0324
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West Virginia’s second special session to discuss the Supreme Court Justices’ impeachment 

proceedings has been an ongoing battle since June. On October 1, according to the Jurist, the 

Senate voted to allow Supreme Court of Appeals Justice Beth Walker to remain on the bench. 

The Senate reconvened on October 15, where they were scheduled to hear the impeachment trial 

of Supreme Court Chief Justice Margaret Workman. However, the acting Supreme Court 

Justices ruled the impeachment process as unconstitutional due to the separation of powers, 

reports WTRF. This placed a temporary hold on the impeachment process while next steps are 

discussed. The Senate is scheduled to reconvene on October 29. 

 

North Carolina’s legislature met on October 2 for a special session to discuss hurricane 

Florence recovery and held an additional one-day session on October 15, where they voted on a 

$1.5 billion recovery plan, reports WWAYTV. 

 

Virginia’s House Speaker Rep. Kirk Cox, R-Colonial Heights, has pulled the plug on 

reconvening a special session on October 21, reports The Progress Index. This move clears the 

way for federal courts to oversee the remapping of 11 House districts that were declared 

unconstitutional due to gerrymandering. 

 

Wisconsin Republican Gov. Scott Walker issued a statement on October 2 calling for an 

extraordinary session to begin on November 12 to allow the Senate to take up AB 963. The 

Assembly passed a tax incentive package aimed at keeping two paper mill facilities of Kimberly-

Clark from closing their doors in central Wisconsin, reports The Journal Times. 

 

Alaska Independent Gov. Bill Walker has 20 days from presentment, Sundays excepted, to act 

on legislation or it becomes law without signature. Illinois Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner has 

60 days from presentment to act on all legislation passed during the veto session or it becomes 

law. Maine Republican Gov. Paul LePage has three days after the next meeting of the legislature 

to act on special session legislation or it becomes law without signature. Minnesota Democratic 

Gov. Mark Dayton has 14 days from presentment to act on legislation presented on or after May 

17 or it is pocket vetoed. Mississippi Republican Gov. Phil Bryant has 15 days from presentment 

to act on special session legislation or it becomes law. Missouri Republican Gov. Mike Parson 

has 45 days from presentment to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. New 

York Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 10 days from presentment, Sundays excepted, to 

sign or veto legislation or it becomes law without signature. North Carolina Democratic Gov. 

Roy Cooper has 10 days from presentment to act on special session legislation or it becomes law 

without signature. Rhode Island Democratic Gov. Gina Raimondo has six days from 

presentment, Sundays excepted, to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. West 

Virginia Republican Gov. Jim Justice has 15 days from adjournment of the special session, 

Sundays excepted, to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. 

 

The following states are currently holding 2019 interim committee hearings: Alabama, Alaska, 

Arizona, Arkansas, California Assembly and Senate, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida House, 

Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois Senate, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, 

Minnesota, Mississippi Senate, Missouri House and Senate, Montana, Nevada, New 

Hampshire House and Senate, New Mexico, New York Assembly and Senate, North Carolina, 

North Dakota, Oklahoma House, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, 

https://www.jurist.org/news/2018/10/west-virginia-senate-votes-to-allow-supreme-court-justice-to-remain-on-bench/
https://www.wtrf.com/news/west-virginia-headlines/west-virginia-supreme-court-impeachment-trials-halted/1526158302
https://www.wwaytv3.com/2018/10/15/north-carolina-lawmakers-return-for-second-step-on-florence-aid/
http://www.progress-index.com/news/20181005/cox-yanks-plan-for-redistricting-session
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2017/related/proposals/ab963
https://journaltimes.com/news/local/walker-orders-special-session-on-kimberly-clark/article_7ad8d0ba-efa6-5fa8-b8ad-ac5949711fbb.html
http://www.legislature.state.al.us/aliswww/ISD/InterimMeetings.aspx
http://akleg.gov/index.php#tab2
https://www.azleg.gov/interim-committee-agendas/
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2017/2017S1/Pages/MeetingsAndEventsCalendar.aspx?listview=month
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/dailyfile
https://www.senate.ca.gov/pdfpublications/committee
http://leg.colorado.gov/interim-schedule
https://www.cga.ct.gov/calendarofevents.asp
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/HouseSchedule/houseschedule.aspx
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/upcominghearingsfiltered.aspx
https://legislature.idaho.gov/calendar/
http://www.ilga.gov/senate/schedules/hearings.asp?Scheduled=M
https://iga.in.gov/documents/242eba6c
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/meetings/meetingsListChamber?chamber=H&reqType=S%2CSUB%2CA%2CI%2C&committeeTypeStanding=on&committeeTypeSub=on&bDate=05%2F07%2F2018&eDate=07%2F31%2F2018&chamberID=H&committeeTypeApprop=on&committeeTypeInterim=on
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/documents/interim_schedule.pdf
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/legislativecalendarv2/sp_bss_calendar_/index
http://legislature.maine.gov/calendar/#Monthly/2017-12-01
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmSchedules.aspx?pid=schedpage&id=0&stab=02&tab=subject2&ys=2017RS
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/cal?type=all
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/htms/s_sched.htm
https://house.mo.gov/AllHearings.aspx
http://www.senate.mo.gov/hearingsschedule/hrings.htm
http://montanalegislature.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=94
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Interim2017
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/caljourns/default.htm
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/Senate/calendars_journals/default.html
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Calendar/Whats_Happening
http://nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=he
https://www.nysenate.gov/events
https://www.ncleg.net/LegislativeCalendar/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/interim/committee-meeting-summary
https://www.okhouse.gov/Committees/ShowInterimStudies.aspx
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/LIZ/Committees/Meeting/List
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/legislative_committee_calendar.aspx
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/meetings.php?chamber=H
http://sdlegislature.gov/Interim/Meetings.aspx?Session=2017
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Tennessee, Texas House and Senate, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, 

Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

 

The following states are currently posting 2019 bill drafts, prefiles and interim studies: Florida 

Senate, Iowa, Kentucky, Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, North Dakota, Oklahoma 

House and Senate, Utah and Virginia. 

 

General Oil and Gas 
General 

 

Pennsylvania HB 2154 passed the Senate Appropriations Committee on October 17. The bill is 

now pending on the Senate floor. This omnibus bill would roll back existing environmental 

standards for conventional oil and gas operators allowing operators to spill up to 210 gallons of 

oil or 630 gallons of production brine at a well site, rather than the current five-gallon 

requirement, without needing to notify the department. The bill also contains language that 

would preempt local regulation of oil and gas activity. The bill would also narrow the state 

Department of Environmental Protection’s oversight of wastewater disposal wells to just surface 

features and provide that conventional drilling permits would be good for three years instead of 

one. The bill would also create a process by which a person who voluntarily plugs an orphan 

well could apply for a $5,000 payment or receive a credit to offset future well permit fees. Both 

Democratic Gov. Tom Wolf and the state Department of Environmental Conservation are 

opposed to the bill. The bill would take effect immediately. 

 

Hydraulic Fracturing 
General 

 

New Jersey SB 678 passed the Senate Environment and Energy Committee on October 15  

and is now pending a second reading on the Senate floor. The bill would prohibit the treatment, 

discharge, disposal, application to a roadway, or other release into the environment, or storage  

of any wastewater, wastewater solids, sludge, drill cuttings or other byproducts from hydraulic 

fracturing in any state. The bill would take effect the first day of the third month following 

enactment. 

 

Public Lands 
 

Pennsylvania HB 2489 passed the Senate on October 17 and is now pending in the House Rules 

Committee for concurrence with Senate amendments. The bill would authorize the release of 

Project 70 restrictions on lands owned by the Borough of Topton in exchange for the imposition 

of Project 70 on other lands owned by the borough. The bill would take effect immediately. 

 

 

DISCLAIMER: Links and/or information from non-governmental sources provided in this report may be among the many 
sources available to you. This report does not endorse nor advocate for any particular attorney or law firm, or other private 
entity, unless expressly stated. Any legal information contained herein is not legal advice. Links are provided for reference 
only and any cited outside source information is derived solely from material published by its author for public use.   

http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/schedule/WeeklyView.aspx
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Committees/MeetingsUpcoming.aspx?Chamber=H
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Committees/MeetingsUpcoming.aspx?Chamber=S
https://le.utah.gov/asp/interim/Cal.asp
https://legislature.vermont.gov/committee/meetings/2018.1#leg-committees
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+oth+MTG
http://app.leg.wa.gov/mobile/CommitteeAgendas/Starting?AgendaType=2
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/committees/interims/intcomsched.cfm
http://committeeschedule.legis.wisconsin.gov/
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/lsoweb/Events.aspx
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bills/2019
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/billTracking/billRequests
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/19RS/prefiled/prefiled_bills.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative%20Council/2017-18/LCmemo-and-Study-Resolution-Assignments.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bdrs/List
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/lsr_search/LSR_Results.aspx
http://www.legis.nd.gov/files/resource/64-2015/miscellaneous/2017-bill-and-resolution-summaries.pdf
https://www.okhouse.gov/Committees/ShowInterimStudies.aspx
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/senate_studies/interim_studies.aspx
https://le.utah.gov/asp/billsintro/index.asp
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+lst+INT
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2017&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=2154&pn=3477
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S1000/678_I1.PDF
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2017&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=2489&pn=3691

