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Weekly Highlights At-A-Glance

FEDERAL - Legislative

BLM Leasing — H.R. 3225. On June 28, H.R. 3225,
known as the “Restoring Community Input and
Public Protections in Oil and Gas Leasing Act of
2019" was referred to the House Committee on
Agriculture Subcommittee on Conservation and
Forestry. In June, the bill, sponsored by Rep. Mike
Levin (D-CA), was subject to a hearing in the House
Natural Resources Subcommittee on Energy and
Mineral Resources (See hearing record). The
legislation would eliminate noncompetitive oil and
gas leasing, requiring companies to pay a fee to
nominate lands for leasing, raise the onshore oil and
gas royalty rate, rental fee, and the minimum bid
amount as well as require companies that nominate
lands for oil and gas leasing and bid on leases to
disclose their identities. The bill also provides for
greater public notice and input regarding oil and gas
lease sales, among other provisions. Should the bill
pass the House, it is unlikely to receive consideration
in the Republican-controlled Senate. Read more.

FEDERAL - Regulatory

BLM Leasing — Alaska. On June 20, the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) announced that the
agency is seeking tract nominations and comments
to be considered for its 2019 oil and gas lease sale in
the National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska (NPR-

A). According to the BLM, “There are 879 tracts on
approximately 10.2 million acres that will be available
for nomination and comment. Currently, there are
215 authorized oil and gas leases, totaling 1,558,396
acres inthe NPR-A. "The BLM Alaska State Office
must receive all nominations and comments on
these NPR-A tracts on or before July 22, 2019.

Read more.

BLM Leasing — New Mexico; Oklahoma. On July 8,
the BLM announced a public comment period on the
environmental analysis for its November 7, 2019 oil
and gas lease sale for parcels in New Mexico and
Oklahoma. Sixteen parcels, totaling approximately
7,600 acres, of federal minerals are proposed for
lease. The parcels are located in Eddy, Lea, and
Sandoval counties, New Mexico; and Dewey and
Woodward counties, Oklahoma. The comment
period will run through July 26, 2019. Read more.

BLM Onshore Energy Assistant Director. On June
25, the BLM announced that Nicholas Douglas,
formerly director of the U.S. Forest Service's
Minerals and Geology Management program, is now
BLM's assistant director of energy, minerals and
realty management. “The assistant director's
position is a significant one within BLM, overseeing
all onshore energy development, including oil,
natural gas and coal, as well as renewable energy.
The assistant director also handles the development
of energy corridors on federal lands, as well as
overhead power line and pipeline rights of way
grants.” Read more.

FEDERAL - Judicial

Subsurface Rights; Interference with Drilling
Operations - Third Circuit (Pennsylvania). On June
4., in Duhring Resource Co. v. United States (Case No.
18-1289), the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third
Circuit, on appeal from the U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania, held in favor of an
oil and gas operator in a case involving federal
governmental interference with subsurface rights in
the Allegheny National Forest. Duhring brought the
case against the U.S. government for “tortious
interference with its ability to exercise its oil, gas, and
mineral” rights where the U.S. Forest Service



https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3225/text
https://naturalresources.house.gov/hearings/oil-and-gas-development-restoring-community-input-and-public-participation-in-leasing-decisions
https://mikelevin.house.gov/media/press-releases/representative-levin-introduces-legislation-strengthen-public-land-protections
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/2019-npr-a-oil-and-gas-lease-sale-call-for-nominations
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-new-mexico-accepting-comments-november-oil-and-gas-lease-sale
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060654857

controlled the surface estate and stymied efforts by
the operator to develop those resources. Here, the
Court held that Duhring had an easement over the
surface estate and under Pennsylvania law was
permitted to seek damages against the government.
The Third Circuit, thus, remanded the case back to
the District Court for determinations regarding loss
of profits to the operator. Read more.

Royalties; Title; Leasing — Texas. On May 31, in
Verde Minerals, LLC v. 1893 Oil & Gas, Ltd. (Case
No. 2:16-CV-463), the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of Texas (Corpus Christi),
addressed a case of withheld royalty payments
where clouds over title existed. In dismissing the
action, the Court held the “facts establish that there
is a ‘dispute over title" and that Burlington has
‘reasonable doubt’ that Verde has clear title to the
proceeds. Thus, the statute allows Burlington to
withhold payments until the issue of Verde's
ownership interests is resolved. Thus, Verde has
failed to plead facts that lead to a reasonable
inference that Burlington violated the payment
requirements.” Read more.

STATE - Legislative

Regulatory Management — California. (Update to
6/3/19 Weekly Report) On July 10, AB 1440 passed
the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and
Water has been re-referred back to the Senate
Appropriations Committee. The bill passed the
Assembly in May. The measure, sponsored by

Asm. Marc Levine (D), revises the purpose of

the state’s Oil and Gas Supervisor regarding
supervision of the drilling, operation, maintenance,
and abandonment of wells to remove references
encouraging oil production. Per the legislature bill
analysis, the major provisions are: “(1) Revises the
purposes of the Supervisor supervision of the
drilling, operation, maintenance, and abandonment
of wells to remove references encouraging oil
production; (2) Prohibits the Supervisor from
supervising the drilling, operation, maintenance,
abandonment of well in a way that allows operations
that risk damage of life, health, property, and natural
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resources; damage to underground oil and gas
deposits from infiltrating water and other causes;
loss of oil, gas, or reservoir energy; or damage to
underground and surface waters suitable for
irrigation or domestic purposes by the infiltration
of, or the addition of, detrimental substances; (3)
Requires the Supervisor to administer California's oil
and gas laws so as to help ensure the wise oversight
of oil and gas development instead of encouraging
the wise development of oil and gas resources;

and (4) Deletes findings relating to State Land
Commission oil and gas leases that states, “that the
people of the State of California have a direct and
primary interest in assuring the production of the
optimum quantities of oil and gas from lands owned
by the state, and that a minimum of oil and gas be
left wasted and unrecovered in such lands.”

Read more.

Leases; Security Interests — Louisiana. (Update

to 6/10/19 Weekly Report) On June 19, SB 242

was signed into law by Gov. John Bel Edwards (D).
The Act, sponsored by Sen. R.L. Bret Allain (R),
authorizes the Mineral and Energy Board to include
in “state, any state agency, or any political
subdivision after July 31, 2019" leases a clause
granting a continuing security interest in and to all
as-extracted collateral attributable to, produced, or
to be produced from the leased premises as security
for the prompt and complete payment of royalties or
other sums of money due under the lease. The Act
applies to any new lease or previously executed lease
that is subsequently assigned, amended or modified
by agreement of all parties after July 31. Prior to
entering into any lease containing a continuing
security interest clause, the Board would be required
to submit the clause to both the House and Senate
Natural Resources committees for their approval.
The Act is effective August 1, 2019. Read more.

Mineral Rights — Louisiana. (Update to 6/10/19
Weekly Report) On June 11, SB 115 was signed into
law by Gov. John Bel Edwards (D). The Act is
effective August 1, 2019. The legislation, sponsored
by Sen. Rick Ward (R), reduces the consent
threshold from 80 percent to 75 percent to exercise
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https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/appellate-courts/ca3/18-1289/18-1289-2019-06-04.html
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=10398146487767925319&hl=en&as_sdt=6&as_vis=1&oi=scholarr
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billAnalysisClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB1440
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billAnalysisClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB1440
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB1440
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=236996

mineral rights, grant a mineral lease or conduct
operations in instances of co-ownership. Final
amendments specify that the Act would only apply
to contracts entered into on or after the effective
date of the bill. Read more.

Hydraulic Fracturing Moratorium - Oregon.
(Update to 6/3/19 Weekly Report) On June 17, Gov.
Kate Brown (D) signed HB 2623 into law. The Act
temporarily bans hydraulic fracturing in the state.
The bill passed the House in March. The initial House
version, introduced by Rep. Julie Fahey (D), imposed
a “statewide moratorium on hydraulic fracturing
used in the exploration for, or production of, oil or
gas until 2030.” The Senate version, which was
adopted in the final Act, reduced the moratorium
period to instead run through January 2, 2025. The
Act exempts natural gas storage wells, geothermal
activities, and existing coal bed methane extraction
wells from the definition of “hydraulic fracturing”
subject to the moratorium. The Act became
immediately effective upon passage. Read more.

Employee Misclassification — Pennsylvania.

On June 17, HB 716, sponsored by Rep. John
Galloway (D), unanimously passed the House.
According to the sponsoring memorandum, the bill
will address the issue of employee misclassification
“by creating a joint agency task force on employee
misclassification. The task force will investigate

the practice and develop and implement a
comprehensive plan to reduce misclassification in
Pennsylvania. With this task force in place, we will
be able to properly identify the scope of the problem
and create a plan to solve it.” [Legislative Session
Note: The Pennsylvania House is in recess until
September 17, 2019 and the Pennsylvania Senate
is in recess until September 23, 2019.]

Read more.

Well Reporting — Pennsylvania. On June 18,

HB 1649 was introduced by Rep. Christopher Rabb
(D). According to the sponsoring memorandum, “This
legislation would provide for the reporting of impacts
on communities and public resources caused by
unconventional natural gas production.” Specifically,
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the bill, which amends existing law, requires well
operators to annually report certain information to be
made publicly available through the state Department
of Environmental Protection’s website. [Legislative
Session Note: The Pennsylvania Senate is in recess
until September 23, 2019 and the Pennsylvania
House is in recess until September 17, 2019.]

Read more.

Conventional Oil and Gas — Pennsylvania.

On June 14, HB 1635 was introduced by Rep.

Martin Causer (R). According to the sponsoring
memorandum, “This legislation will provide a
legislative framework for regulations specific to
conventional oil and gas drillers in a way that protects
the environment while preserving this valuable
industry.” Known as the Conventional Oil and Gas
Wells Act, the bill would “(1) Permit the optimal
development of the oil and gas resources of
Pennsylvania consistent with the property rights of
owners of the oil and gas resources and the protection
of the health, safety, environment and property of
the residents of this Commonwealth; (2) Protect the
safety of personnel and facilities employed in the
exploration, development, storage and production

of natural gas or oil or the mining of coal; (3) Protect
the safety and property rights of persons residing in
areas where exploration, development, storage or
production occurs; (4) Protect the natural resources,
environmental rights, property rights and values
secured by the Constitution of Pennsylvania; and (5)
Provide a flexible and cost-effective way to implement
and enforce the provisions of this act. The bill “relates
to conventional wells and well sites only.” [ Legislative
Session Note: The Pennsylvania House is in recess
until September 17, 2019 and the Pennsylvania
Senate is in recess until September 23, 2019.]

Read more.

Leasing; Minerals and Royalty Interests — Texas.
(Update to 6/3/19 Weekly Report) On June 10, HB
3838 was signed into law by Gov. Greg Abbott (R).
The legislation, sponsored by Rep. Ernest Bailes (R),
had been amended to remove confusion regarding
language which may have appeared to affect oil, gas
or mineral leasing and the bill was not intended to do
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http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=236024
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2623/Enrolled
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/billInfo/BillInfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=716
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=H&SPick=20190&cosponId=28749
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/billInfo/BillInfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1649
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/billInfo/BillInfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1635
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/Text.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB3838
https://journals.house.texas.gov/hjrnl/86r/pdf/86RDAY57FINAL.PDF#page=94

so but rather to provide certain disclosures in the
sale of a mineral or royalty interest. According to the
Texas Legislature’s bill analysis, “Reports indicate
incidents in which mineral and royalty interest
owners, primarily the elderly and less educated,
have been the target of a scam by which they are
presented with a document that purports to lease
those interests, but instead authorizes their sale.
Concerns have been raised that existing fraud
statutes do not provide adequate protection for
these mineral and royalty interest owners. C.S.H.B.
3838 seeks to provide protection for these owners
by requiring a specific disclosure in certain offers to
purchase a mineral or royalty interest.” Thus, “The
bill does not apply to a conveyance of a mineral or
royalty interest by an instrument that: is an oil, gas,
or mineral lease; conveys a mineral or royalty
interest for a term; and provides that the interest
conveyed vests in possession after the expiration
or termination of all or a portion of the interest
conveyed by an existing oil, gas, or mineral lease

in effect at the time of the execution of the
instrument, commonly referred to as a top lease.”
The Act is effective September 1, 2019. Read more.

Eminent Domain - Texas. (Update to 6/3/19 Weekly
Report) The eminent domain bill, SB 421, sponsored
by Sen. Lois Kolkhorst (R), failed to move in the
Texas legislative session and has died. Despite
extensive negotiations between landowners, the
industry and legislators, consensus was not reached
before session adjournment. The legislation
consisted of components designed to provide
additional protections and transparency for
landowners who are forced to undergo the private
condemnation process while protecting industry
interests. According to Texas law firm, Kane Russell
Coleman Logan PC, “The original bill submitted by
Senator Kolkhorst was viewed by the industry as
burdensome, overbroad, and likely to spawn much
litigation and expense due to its complexity.
Similarly, the industry-backed Committee bill had
flaws from the landowners’ perspective. It sought

to provide a realistic balance of protections and
efficiencies, and uphold freedom of contract.

The landowners believed it included terms and
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requirements that could also spur litigation; was
too limited in scope; and removed pieces of penalty
and transparency legislation without offering any
alternatives. Finally, landowners disliked the
moratorium that would prevent the legislature from
rewriting the statute for over a decade.” Read more.

STATE - Regulatory

Methane Mitigation Roadmap — New Mexico. On
June 24, the New Mexico Qil and Gas Association
(NMOGA) published a Methane Mitigation Roadmap,
(Click here to download the full report) outlining
areas where industry and government can work
together through cost-effective regulatory strategies
to continue reductions in methane emissions. The
roadmap identifies the four most reported sources
of methane emissions from oil and natural gas
production using EPA data and provides specific
regulatory suggestions and considerations based on
proven industry experience in reducing emissions
and the best available science and peer-reviewed
data. “We know that we have a responsibility to
reduce our methane emissions and this report
underscores we are in fact reducing emissions
through responsible operations,” said Ryan Flynn,
NMOGA Executive Director. “We will continue
collaborating with willing partners in the public

and private sector, while investing in advanced
technology and innovation to achieve even greater
reductions in methane emissions.” Read more.

Railroad Commission — Texas. Last month, Railroad
Commissioner, Wayne Christian, was unanimously
elected Chairman of the state agency which
regulates the oil and natural gas industry in Texas.
Elected to the Railroad Commission in 2016,
Christian is a former Texas state representative

from the East Texas town of Center. “It has been the
honor of my life to serve on the Railroad Commission
during this historic period of growth for our state’s oil
and gas industry,” said Christian, who succeeds
Christi Craddick in the role. Read more.
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https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/analysis/html/HB03838H.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB3838
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/history.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB421
https://energylawtoday.com/2019/06/10/failure-to-launch-eminent-domain-breaks-down-in-the-texas-legislature/?cn-reloaded=1#page=1
https://www.nmoga.org/methaneroadmap?utm_campaign=methane_mitigation_roadmap&utm_medium=email&utm_source=nmoga
https://www.nmoga.org/new_mexico_oil_gas_association_publishes_methane_mitigation_roadmap
https://www.chron.com/business/energy/article/Wayne-Christian-elected-as-Railroad-Commission-14016074.php

STATE - Judicial

Permitting; Setbacks — Colorado. On June 6,

in Weld Air & Water v. Colorado Oil and Gas
Conservation Commission (Case No. 2019 COA 86),
activist plaintiffs challenged the application approval
by the Commission for an operator to conduct oil
and gas operations at an existing drilling site.
“Petitioners argued that the district court erred when
it found that the Commission did not act arbitrarily
and capriciously by failing to consider public
comments. They contended that the Commission
was obligated to respond to substantive public
comments because its rules require it to make a
record of its decision-making process to show that it
considered public comments. The record shows that
the Commission considered and responded to public
concerns regarding (1) the students’ health, (2)
Extraction’s emergency response plan, and (3)
alternative siting. The district court did not errin
concluding that the Commission did not act
arbitrarily or capriciously in granting the challenged
permits.” The plaintiffs “also argued that the district
court erred when it found that the Commission
complied with its own setback rules because it did
not require Extraction to conduct an alternative site
analysis before granting the permits.” Here, the
Colorado Court of Appeals affirmed the lower court
ruling against the plaintiffs, holding that “the
Commission did not act arbitrarily and capriciously
in authorizing” the challenged permits and also
complied with setback regulations. Read more.

Adverse Possession; Reversionary Mineral
Interests — Kansas. On June 7,in Oxy USA Inc. v.
Red Wing Oil, LLC (Case No. 111,973), the Kansas
Supreme Court addressed a case arising from a
dispute over a one-half mineral interest. Royalties
from these mineral rights were being generated by
mineral production occurring on adjacent land which
is part of the same unitized production unit. The
operator initiated a quiet title action in order to
determine who was the rightful owner to the royalties
generated from the interest. The Court held that “the
mere misappropriation of royalties standing alone is
not sufficient to establish adverse possession of a
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mineral interest. A royalty represents a portion of
the value of minerals after production. Thus, being
in open, exclusive, and continuous possession of a
royalty can never suffice to establish an adverse
claim over minerals in place.” Further, the Court
noted that adverse possession of a mineral interest
requires “actively working the minerals” in the
ground. Read more.

Unitization; Leasing — Ohio. On June 19, in
Paczewski v. Antero Resources Corp. (Case No. 18
MO 0016), the Ohio Court of Appeals (Seventh
District) addressed a challenge to a state regulatory
unitization order as a breach of the oil and gas lease
where the voluntary unitization clause was struck
from the instrument. In the case, “successor lessors
sued, claiming that the producer breached the lease
by applying for the unitization order, and that the
resulting order effected an unconstitutional taking of
property rights.” Here, the appellate court upheld the
trial court’s case dismissal, holding that “striking the
voluntary unitization clause from the lease rendered
the lease silent.” The Court noted that “deletion does
not prohibit the parties from engaging in the action
that is the subject of the voided clause.” The Court
also rejected the lessors’ takings claim, “noting that
consistent with Ohio law and decisions from other
producing states, Ohio’s statutory unitization
process protects correlative property rights in oil
and gas—rather than taking such rights away—and
serves as a proper exercise of the state’s police
power.” Read more.

Leasing; Royalties — Pennsylvania. On June 12, in
Mitch v. XTO Energy, Inc. (Case No. 2019 PA Super
189), the Superior Court of Pennsylvania affirmed
the trial court’s grant of summary judgment in favor
of XTO Energy in a case involving lease terms
which the landowner claimed he was entitled to
additional payments under the lease for drilling in
the subsurface of his property. However, the trial
court and the Superior Court, held that the lease
provisions were unambiguous and additional
payments were only triggered if a well pad was built
on the plaintiff's property, which it had not been.
Read more.
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https://www.cobar.org/Portals/COBAR/Repository/opinions/6-6-19/2019COA86.pdf
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https://www.vorysenergy.com/2019/06/articles/energy/ohio-court-of-appeals-addresses-interplay-of-oil-and-gas-lease-and-statutory-unitization-order/#page=1
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=17490159057504198749&hl=en&as_sdt=6&as_vis=1&oi=scholarr

Well Siting; Conditional Use Permitting —
Pennsylvania. On June 6, in Worthington v. Mount
Pleasant Township (Case No. 1149 C.D. 2018), the
Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania upheld a

trial court order denying standing to a woman
seeking to challenge a conditional-use approval for
well siting that she claimed was too close to her
granddaughter’s school. According to the Court, “the
legal requirement that she have a substantial, direct
and immediate interest to have standing” was not in
evidence. The Court further noted, that “[a]lthough
this Court sympathizes with Worthington’s concerns
regarding her granddaughter’s health, based upon
the information Worthington supplied to the Board,
those theoretical concerns do not satisfy the legal
requirement that she have a substantial, direct and
immediate interest to have standing.” Read more.

Hydraulic Fracturing; Surface Use — West Virginia.
On June 10, in Andrews v. Antero Res. Corp. (Case
No. 17-0126), the West Virginia Supreme Court
affirmed a Mass Litigation Panel ruling in favor of

an operator regarding surface use burdened by
horizontal wells. The plaintiff-landowners alleged that
the operations caused them “to lose the use and
enjoyment of their properties due to the annoyance,
inconvenience, and discomfort caused by excessive
heavy equipment and truck traffic, diesel fumes and
other emissions from the trucks, gas fumes and
odors, vibrations, noise, lights, and dust.” The
Supreme Court, however, held the landowners didn’t
show they were being overly burdened by hydraulic
fracturing from wells not installed on their property.
In its decision, the state’s highest court agreed with
a lower court that the effects on the surface
landowners from the horizontal drilling activities at
issue were within the proper exercise of their surface
use rights provided by mineral severance deeds
owned by Antero Resources. According to the
holding, “They [plaintiffs] have failed to present
evidence that the activities of which they complain
are not reasonably necessary for Antero and Hall to
develop the Marcellus shale, and they also have
failed to present evidence that they are being
substantially burdened by these activities, which
arise from the extraction of oil and gas from the
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Marcellus shale using wells that are not located on
their properties, and that have caused no damage
to their surface estates.” Read more.

Surface Use; Adjacent Tracts: Leasing — West
Virginia. (Update to 3/18/19 Weekly Report) On June
5, the West Virginia Supreme Court issued its ruling
in EQT Production Company vs. Crowder (Case No.
17-0968). At issue in the case was whether a mineral
interest owner's implied right to reasonably use the
surface included the right to develop minerals under
adjacent tracts. For background, in September 2017,
a West Virginia Circuit Court ruled in favor of the
surface landowners holding in its summary judgment
order that EQT did not have the right to extend
underground shale wells to adjacent properties
where EQT also owned the mineral rights. At oral
argument, in March 2019, EQT argued that “The
mineral owner has the right to use the surface so
long as that use is reasonable and necessary” and
“the right to use comes down to it being reasonable
and necessary.” However, the West Virginia
Supreme Court noted that “EQT had neither an
express agreement with the plaintiffs (or their
predecessors) nor an implicit right to use the
plaintiffs’ surface lands to benefit its drilling
operations on neighboring lands.” In its opinion, the
Court held “that a mineral owner or lessee has an
implied right to use the surface of a tract in any way
reasonable and necessary to the development of
minerals underlying the tract. However, a mineral
owner or lessee does not have the right to use the
surface to benefit mining or drilling operations on
other lands, in the absence of an express agreement
with the surface owner permitting those operations.”
Read more.

Ad Valorem Taxes; Natural Gas Wells — West
Virginia. On June 5, the West Virginia Supreme Court
addressed a case involving the calculation of ad
valorem taxes on natural gas wells. The lower court
“concluded that the Tax Department’s valuation
violated the applicable regulation by improperly
imposing a ‘cap’ on the amount of operating
expenses which may be deducted and was likewise in
violation of West Virginia Constitution.” In Steager v.
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Consol Energy, Inc. (Case No. 18-0121), the West
Virginia Supreme Court held “that the business court
erred in crafting relief which permitted an unlimited
percentage deduction for operating expenses in lieu
of amonetary average, and therefore reverse that
aspect of the business court’s decision and remand
for further proceedings consistent with this opinion.”
Read more.

INDUSTRY NEWS FLASH

U.S. crude oil production surpasses 12 million
b/d for the first time in history. On July 8, the U.S.
Energy Information Administration (EIA) reported
that in April 2019, U.S. crude oil production totaled
12.2 million barrels per day (b/d) — a milestone in
U.S. history. EIA estimates that “crude oil production
from tight formations in April 2019 reached

7.4 million b/d, or 61% of the U.S. total” and the
“Permian Basin in western Texas and eastern

New Mexico continues to drive record national

oil production growth.” Read more.

U.S. oil and gas production to soar through

the early 2030s. According to a new report from
research firm, Rystad Energy, the U.S. “will account
for almost a quarter of global oil and gas production
by the early 2030s as the shale boom keeps on
booming.” Forecasts predict domestic shale oil

and gas output “could climb to as high as 25 million
barrels a day.” The report also notes that “the
world is so dependent on American production

that if fracking were ever banned it would cause

a global energy crisis.” Read more.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION OVERVIEW

California, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey,
North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin
are in regular session. The District of Columbia
Council, Puerto Rico and the United States Congress
are also in regular session.

New Hampshire is in recess to the call of the chair.

e
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West Virginia adjourned their special session on
June 24, subject to the call of their leadership, after
passage of the education reform and appropriations
bills under consideration, reports West Virginia
Public Broadcasting.

Alaska convened for a second special session on July
8 to determine the state’'s permanent fund dividend
payout amount. Action on Republican Gov. Mike
Dunleavy's veto cuts is also under consideration,
however there were not enough lawmakers present
in Juneau to override vetoes as the legislators are
split between convening their session in both Wasilla
and Juneau, reports KTOO Public Media. July 12
remains the constitutional deadline to override
Governor Dunleavy’s budget vetoes.

Virginia convened a brief special session on July 9
to discuss possible new gun control legislation, the
Associated Press reports. However, no bills were
considered, and the session was ended by House
and Senate Republican leadership after 90 minutes.

North Carolina’s Senate introduced an adjournment
resolution calling for a July 22 adjournment and an
August 27 return date for a limited session,
according to the Winston-Salem Journal. Legislative
staff report those dates may change and a vote is
expected early next week.

Tennessee Republican Gov. Bill Lee called for a
special session of the General Assembly to begin on
August 23 to replace House Speaker Glen Casada,
R-Williamson County, who is stepping down on August
2. As reported by Nashville Public Radio and the
Tennessean, the special session is scheduled to last
only the one day, although Governor Lee left open
the possibility for further action if the legislators
choose to take up other issues, such as a vote on the
expulsion of Rep. David Byrd, R-Waynesboro.

The following states adjourned their 2019 legislative
sessions on the dates provided: Rhode Island (June
28); Oregon (June 30) and Delaware (July 1).
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https://www.courtlistener.com/opinion/4626516/the-honorable-dale-w-steager-v-consol-energy-inc/
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=40032
https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/early-shale-optimist-sees-another-decade-of-u-s-supply-growth-1.1278549

The following states are scheduled to adjourn their
2019 legislative session on the dates provided: North
Carolina (July 22) and California (September 13).

The following states are currently holding 2019
interim committee hearings: Alabama, Colorado,
Connecticut, Georgia House and Senate, Idaho,
Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine,
Maryland, Mississippi House and Senate, Montana,
New Mexico, North Dakota, South Carolina House
and Senate, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas House,
Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia and
Wyoming.

The following states are currently posting 2019 bill
drafts, pre-files and interim studies: Alabama House,
Arkansas, Kentucky, Nebraska, Oklahoma House,
Tennessee and Utah. B

CONTENT DISCLAIMER: Information and/or website links
provided by sources in this report may be among the many
resources available to you. This report does not endorse nor
advocate for any particular attorney or law firm, or other
private entity, unless expressly stated. Any legal and/or tax
information contained herein is neither legal nor tax advice.
Links are provided for reference only and any cited outside
source is derived solely from material published by its author
for public use. Any copyrighted material remains the property
of its respective owner and no use or distribution authorization
is granted herein.
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http://www.legislature.state.al.us/aliswww/ISD/InterimMeetings.aspx
http://leg.colorado.gov/interim-schedule
https://www.cga.ct.gov/calendarofevents.asp
http://calendar.legis.ga.gov/Calendar/?chamber=house
http://calendar.legis.ga.gov/Calendar/?chamber=senate
https://legislature.idaho.gov/calendar/
http://iga.in.gov/documents/242eba6c
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/documents/interim_schedule.pdf
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/legislativecalendarv2/sp_bss_calendar_/index
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ByCmte.aspx
http://legislature.maine.gov/Calendar/#Weekly
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmHearingSchedule.aspx?pid=2&View=Day&tab=subject2
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/htms/h_sched.htm
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/htms/s_sched.htm
https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Calendar/Whats_Happening
https://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/66-2019/committees/interim/committee-meeting-summary
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/meetings.php?chamber=H
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/meetings.php?chamber=S
http://sdlegislature.gov/Interim/Meetings.aspx?Session=2017
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/schedule/WeeklyView.aspx
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Committees/MeetingsUpcoming.aspx?Chamber=H
https://le.utah.gov/asp/interim/Cal.asp
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+oth+MTG
http://app.leg.wa.gov/committeeschedules/
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/committees/interims/intcomsched.cfm
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/lsoweb/Events.aspx
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/Alison/SESSBillsList.aspx?SELECTEDDAY=1:2020-02-04&BODY=1753&READINGTYPE=R1&READINGCODE=B&PREFILED=Y
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2019/2019R/Pages/SearchIspIr.aspx?searchType=ISP
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/20rs/prefiled/prefiled_bills.html
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/session/interim.php
https://www.okhouse.gov/Committees/ShowInterimStudies.aspx
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/indexes/
https://le.utah.gov/asp/billsintro/SubResults.asp?Listbox4=ALL

