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I f you missed our August 
meeting, you missed the 

boat! Our second summer 
meeting was a huge success 
and everyone has said they 
had a great time in Pittsburgh 
on the Gateway Clipper Din-
ner Cruise. We were blessed 
with a beautiful evening and 
a great turnout of more than 
200 MLBC members. Pennsyl-
vania Senator, Tim Solobay 
was our evening speaker.  
Senator Solobay assured eve-
ryone he was a supporter of 
our industry and he would do 
his best to make certain Penn-
sylvania continued to be a 

good place to do business.  
 
September has the MLBC 
back at Nemacolin Wood-
lands for our fall golf outing, 
and this year we have adopt-
ed the Pittsburgh Chapter of 
Big Brothers and Big Sisters 
serving Allegheny and Wash-
ington Counties making it our 
second charity event. Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters works 
to help children at risk by 
providing mentors.  The 
Nemacolin golf outing has al-
ready filled all available 
foursomes, but we still have  
openings for the Tour of Fall-
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The Presidential Address 

The Takeoff 

MLBC-AAPL 
P.O. Box 955 

Bridgeport, WV  26330 

Nemacolin Golf Outing benefit-
ing Big Brothers and Big Sisters 
of the Greater Pittsburgh Area 

Friday, September 14th  

See www.mlbc-aapl.org  for 
more details. 
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ingwater and for Sporting Clays. Falling-
water is a world famous home built for the 
Kaufmann family in the 1930’s and was de-
signed by Frank Lloyd Wright. It is one of 
Western Pennsylvania must see places. If 
you have never had the opportuni-
ty to take this Tour, it is something 
you will definitely want to see. For 
all you non-golfers or if you just 
waited too late to register for golf, 
try your hand at Sporting Clays. 
Sporting Clays has been com-
pared to golf with a gun and is a 
great sport for anyone that enjoys 
the shooting sports. Nemacolin has 
a world-class facility, and it is a 
great place to be introduced to 
the sport. They have rental guns 
that they have agreed to provide 
at no charge and their experi-
enced staff can make the novice a pro in 
one afternoon. Check the attached link for all 
that Nemacolin Woodlands has to offer and 
plan to join us in September. 

I hope to see everyone in September.    

In October the MLBC is returning to the Dou-
bleTree Hotel on Race Track Road in Wash-
ington PA for a joint meeting with NALA and 
in conjunction with Appalachian Land Institute 
two day Seminar. AAPL President, Jim R. 
Dewbre will be our speaker, and we want to 
welcome him to Western Pennsylvania. MLBC 
will be partying again Thursday evening with 
a Monte Carlo night.  So make your plans 
now and book a room at the DoubleTree.  

 

In November we return to Vienna, WV at the 

Grand Point Conference & Reception Center 

Check the newsletter for all the excellent con-
tinuing education events planned for our re-
gion and plan to attend all the MLBC meet-
ings to stay informed on our ever-changing 

industry. 

 

Please remember to thank the 
board members and committee 
members for all their work. The 
board members and the committee 
members play an important role in 
our organization. Many volunteer 
hours go into scheduling our meet-
ings, setting up speakers, and or-
ganizing educational seminars.  

We are always looking for new 
faces and new ideas.  It takes a lot 
of time and energy to have a suc-

cessful organization.  As your President, I wel-
come any one who wants to contribute their 
time to volunteer on committees or who just 
wants to share their ideas.   
 
Next years AAPL Annual meeting is in Wash-
ington, DC on June 3rd – 5th. Everyone that 
loves this profession should try to attend.  
Start making your plans now. 

 
Richard Robb 

MLBC President  

2012-2013   

“...I welcome 

anyone who wants 

to contribute their 

time to volunteer on 

committees or who 

just wants to share 

their ideas.” 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Aaron Yost reports the bank balance  
is 80,954.65. 

 
September 14, 2012 Nemacolin Woodlands Resort Joe Hardy     
   Nemacolin, PA       
 
October 11, 2012 Doubletree Hotel    Joint Meeting with AAPL  TBD 
   Washington, PA   
 
November 8, 2012 Grand Point Conference  TBD    TBD 
   & Reception Center   
   Vienna, WV 
 
January 10, 2013 Canton, OH   TBD    TBD 
 
February 7, 2013 Sheraton at Mars  TBD    TBD 
   Pittsburgh, PA 
 
March 14, 2013 Waterfront Hotel  TBD    TBD  
   Morgantown, WV 
 
April, 11, 2013  Pittsburgh, PA   TBD    TBD 
 
May 9, 2013  Stonewall Jackson Resort  Spring Golf Outing  
 
June 13, 2013  Bridgeport Conference Center TBD    TBD 
   Bridgeport, WV 
 
July 11, 2013  Charleston, WV   TBD    TBD 

2012-2013 MLBC Meeting Schedule 

Support Your Local Association 

Please remember, this is your Association. The strength of the MLBC is in its people.  While the Officers and Executive Committee 
members of the Association are elected to serve the needs of the organization, we look forward to and encourage volunteerism for 
many of the important and necessary committee positions. Volunteers are always welcome to participate in registration for meetings 
and seminars. Please contact any of the officers to see how you can help.  The Association is in real need of volunteers for the Edu-
cation Committee and Photography  Committee. Please consider yourself for one of these committees. Your Association needs you! 



AAPL National Director’s Report  
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T he next AAPL Board of Directors meeting will be held in Newport, 
Rhode Island on September 16, 2012. Awaiting the results of that 

meeting, I just want to remind everyone of the planned educational events 
that AAPL is bringing to our area in the next several months.  

•  Appalachian Land Institute- Thursday and Friday, October 10-11, 
2012 at Doubletree by Hilton- Meadow Lands (Washington, PA). We 
will have an MLBC dinner meeting in conjunction with this seminar. 

 
•  Oil and Gas Titles Workshop- Friday, November 30, 2012 at Pitts-

burgh Airport Marriott, Coraopolis, PA 
 
•  Fundamentals of Land Practices & RPL Exam- Thursday and Friday, 

December 6-7, 2012 in Williamsport, PA 

And, another reminder that AAPL and its partners are holding the first re-
gional NAPE, NAPE Pittsburgh, on April 10-12, 2013 at the David Law-
rence Convention Center.  

Arnold L. Schulberg 
AAPL National Director 

September 2012 Meeting Sponsors 
 

Energy Corporation of America 

Duncan Land Services 

MW Gary & Associates, LLC 

RMC Sanitation 

Steptoe & Johnson, PLLC 
Tioga Resources, LLC 

 
Thank You for Your Support! 
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August 30  Field Landman Seminar - Tulsa, OK 

September 6  Field Landman Seminar - Kenedy, TX 

September 7-8 Fundamentals of Land Practices & Optional RPL Exam - New Orleans, LA 

September 11  Texas Land Institute -  Houston, TX 
September 17  Santa Fe Land Institute - Santa Fe, New Mexico 

September 25-28 Oil & Gas Land Review, CPL/RPL Exam - Denver, CO 

September 27  Field Landman Seminar - Dodge City, KS 

October 8  Working Interest/New Revenue Interests Calculations  Workshop- San Antonio, TX 

October 11-12 Appalachian Land Institute - Pittsburgh, PA 

October 12-13 Fundamentals of Land Practices and Option RPL Exam - Salt Lake City, UT 

October 18-19 Gulf Coast Land Institute, - Lafayette, LA 

October 27  Division Order Process - San Antionio, TX 

November 5-6  JOA Seminar -  Review of Operating Agreements & Well Trades - Houston, TX 

November 12  Working Interest/New Revenue Interests Calculations Workshop - Midland, TX 
November 14-17 Oil & Gas Land Review CPL/RPL Exam - Fort Worth, TX 

November 30  Oil & Gas Titles Workshop - Pittsburgh, PA 

December 6-7  Fundamentals of Land Practices & Optional RPL Exam - Williamsport, PA 

December 12-13 JOA Seminar–  Review of Operating Agreements & Well Trades - Denver, CO 

December 14  Working Interest/New Revenue Interest Calculations Workshop - Forth Worth, TX 

2012 AAPL Events 

Secretary’s Report 

W hat a great time we 
had during our Au-

gust meeting aboard the 
Gateway Clipper! The so-
cial event went over very 

well with our members and was enjoyed by 
all that attended. We are equally excited for 
our September meeting in Nemacolin Wood-
lands on Friday, September 14th. We will be 
having our Annual fall charity golf outing 
with the proceeds going to the Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters of Greater Pittsburgh as well 
as the clay shoot and tour to Fallingwater.  

Also, we are looking forward to the 1st annu-
al Appalachian Land Institute coming up Oc-
tober 11th and 12th in Canonsburg PA. This 
will be the first time an even of this kind has 
been in our region. The AAPL is sponsoring 
the event and members of the MLBC board 
are assisting in the planning committee. Stay 
tuned to our newsletter that Tara is doing a 
tremendous job with for more news about the 
upcoming events! 

Cynthia Torbeck 

MLBC Secretary  2012-2013 
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August 2012 MLBC Gateway Clipper Dinner Cruise Photos 
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Corporate Sponsorship Levels 

 
Platinum $5000.00 per year 
Benefits of Platinum Sponsor 

● Logo on the corporate sponsor board at every meeting along with the meeting sponsor 

board.  
● Logo on the back of every Takeoff and the bottom of every membership email.  

● Receive three meeting/dinner passes for each meeting for one year.  

● Receive one free Full Page advertising ad  

● Receive free Half Page ad in the takeoff per year.  

● Logo on Golf Outing sponsorship boards. 

Gold $2500.00 per year 
Benefits of Gold Sponsor 

● Logo on the corporate sponsor board at every meeting.  

● Logo on the back of every Takeoff and the bottom of every membership email.  

● Receive one free Half Page advertising ad in the Takeoff per year. 

● Logo on Golf Outing sponsorship boards. 

Silver $1500.00 per year  
Benefits of Silver Sponsor  

● Logo on the corporate sponsor board at six meetings.  

● Logo on the back of every Takeoff and the bottom of every membership email.  

● Receive one free Half Page advertising ad in the Takeoff per year. 

Bronze $500 per year 
Benefits of Bronze Sponsor  

● Logo on the corporate sponsor board at three meetings.  

●  Logo on the back of every Takeoff. 

Advertising in The TakeOff 
Full page ad $500 per month 
Half page ad $250 per month 

To secure a corporate sponsorship, adver-
tise in The Takeoff or if you have any ques-
tions, please contact Tara White at 
twhite@mlbc-aapl.org. 
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The MLBC membership application is located on the 
website at www.mlbc-aapl.org. Please check your in-
formation on the website prior to submitting your re-
newal.  The MLBC website has an updated version of 
the membership listing.  Please use this resource if you 
can not find yours or others information in the directory.  
Please report any errors or omissions to Tara White at 
twhite@mlbc-aapl.org. 

Memberships 
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Active Versus Associate Membership 

A s part of our membership function, we attempt to stay abreast of members changes in the 
industry, including any job, company, address, e-mail or activity levels.  Please make sure 

to update your records on the MLBC website after each change.  
 

According to the MLBC bylaws active membership in the chapter is available to professional 
landmen regularly engaged in land work and is in good standing with the National Organiza-
tion, AAPL.  Associate membership is available to professional landmen regularly engaged in 
land work who are not active members in good standing with the National Organization, AAPL.  
With regard to Active verses Associate membership status, certain members may have renewed 
their membership without changing their membership status.  Others, may not have been a 
member of AAPL at the time of joining MLBC, but have joined the AAPL since making applica-
tion with the MLBC.  If you have joined the American Association of Professional Landmen 
(AAPL) please fill out the Member Status Upgrade Form  to request that your status be updat-
ed.  You will need to provide your AAPL membership number to be changed to an Active MLBC 
member.  All members of MLBC have a voice and may vote on local issues, but only Active 
members may hold office, chair a committee, or vote on matters related to the AAPL.  
  

Members of the MLBC Board of Directors believe membership in the AAPL and MLBC are es-
sential to your professional growth and career.  Please make the most of it by keeping your 
membership updated.   
  

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact any member of the MLBC Board of 
Directors, post your comments on the MLBC website Message Forum or other available social 
media recognized by our website. You may also contact Jeremy Preston, Membership Chair, at 
jpreston@eqt.com.  

Thank you for supporting MLBC-AAPL! 



August 2012 — New Members*  
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First Name Last Name Employer Member Type 

Jessica Newhart-Street Independent Associate 

Keith Boggs AppletonMax LLC Active 

Bradley Boldt Cabot Oil and Gas Corporation Active 

Sarah Nudge Cinco Energy Land Services Associate 

Brittany Smith Claire Sergent Walls Legal Group 
PLLC 

Associate 

Nicholas Gebhart Duncan Land Services Active 

Trae Ellerbe Ellerbe & Harrison Active 

Shane Closkey Energy Corporation of America Active 

Thomas Johnson EQT Active 

William Hunt EQT Associate 

Rod Stauffer EXCO Resources (PA), LLC Active 

Jenny Friskel Focus Land Company Active 

Phyllis Haught Hawkeye Research, Inc. Active 

Benjamin Komlos Huntley & Huntley, Inc. Active 

Ralph Baumgart Independent Active 

Sherry Vincent Independent Active 

Rhea Phillips Laurain-Phillips Association Active 

Colleen Siadik Mason Dixon Energy Associate 

Kaitlyn McElroy Mason Dixon Associate 

Charles Aucremanne Precision Oil & Gas Associate 

Lynn Savage Mason Dixon Energy Active 

Ryan Mather Mountaineer Keystone Active 

Melanie Sabol Precision Oil & Gas Associate 

Melissa Robb Noble Energy Inc. Associate 

Anthony Romino Precision Oil & Gas Active 

Christine Wang Self Employed Active 

Philip Vasquez Steptoe & Johnson PLLC Associate 

Patrick Wildeman Vantage Energy Associate 

Jeffrey Scott Vantage Energy Active 

Anita Backlund Warranty Title LLC Active 
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* Notice of the application(s) of all potential Chapter member(s) shall be published in the next regularly 
scheduled monthly Chapter “Takeoff” newsletter.  Active members shall have the opportunity during for a pe-
riod of thirty (30) days following the first publication to object to the potential members’ application. Such ob-
jections to membership approval may be submitted to any member of the Executive Committee and shall be in 
writing. The Executive Committee shall take any such objection under counsel in the next regularly scheduled 
monthly Executive Committee meeting. A decision to accept or reject the membership application shall be de-
termined by a majority vote at such meeting. The Executive Committee shall notify the applicant in writing of 
rejection. 

Application for membership in the Chapter shall be subject to the approval by a majority vote of the Execu-
tive Committee at a regularly scheduled meeting, after the aforementioned thirty (30) day newsletter publica-
tion period, and shall require the signed approval by the acting President of the Executive Committee, as evi-
dence of the Committee’s approval. Names of any and all newly approved members shall be read at the fol-
lowing regularly scheduled general meeting of the Chapter. 

2012-2013 Committee Chairs 

Certification   James E. Talkington, Jr., CPL/ESA  jeta@frontier.com 

Membership   Jeremy D. Preston    jpreston@eqt.com 

Meeting Coordinator  Britney Crookshanks, RPL  bcrookshanks@mdenergy.com 

Education   Britney Crookshanks, RPL  bcrookshanks@mdenergy.com 

Historian   Frederick J. Kent, CPL    KentFrederick@Hotmail.com 

Ethics    Jud Byrd    jbyrd@artexoil.com 

Finance   Mark Acree, CPL    mark.acree@sylvanenergy.com 

Meeting Sponsors  Rex Cecil Ray     cray@eqt.com 
   Sherry B. Gorman   sgorman@eqt.com 

Website   Jeremy D. Preston    jpreston@eqt.com 

Photography   Britney Crookshanks, RPL  bcrookshanks@mdenergy.com 

First Name Last Name Employer Member Type 

William Abel William C. Abel & Associates, Inc. Active 

Sheli Johns William C. Abel & Associates, Inc. Associate 

Derek Folmer XTO Energy, Inc. Active 

August 2012 — New Members* Continued 



MLBC WEBSITE 

If you experience any problems using the website or if you have any suggestions, 
please contact Jeremy Preston via e-mail at JPreston@eqt.com. 
 

JOB BANK  

The direct link for MLBC Job Bank is www.mlbcjobbank.com.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Jeremy Preston via e-mail at JPreston@eqt.com. 
 

PHOTO ALBUM 
We would like to share our Photo Album with you to show you what MLBC  has 
been doing throughout the year.  The direct link for MLBC Photo Album is 
www.mlbc-aapl.org/VPhoto.php. 

We are on the 
web! 

www.mlbc-
aapl.org 

Michael Late Benedum  

MLBC-AAPL 
P.O. Box 955 
Bridgeport, WV  26330 

“The Great Wild-

MLBC CORPORATE SPONSORS 

Platinum Sponsors   Gold Sponsor 

 
 

  Bronze Sponsor 

   
 

Your company logo could be here.  See page 8 for details! 


