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MLBC PRESIDENT, JOHN CATSONIS

Looking Back, Moving Forward, and Embracing Today in Our Maturing Shale Play 

April 20, 2020, was a historic day for the oil and gas industry and the commodities markets. On that
day, the West Texas Intermediate (WTI) May crude futures contract settled at negative $37.63 per
barrel on the New York Mercantile Exchange (NYMEX). On that same day, according to the US Energy
Information Administration, the Henry Hub natural gas spot price was reported at $1.78 per MMBtu.
I remember watching CNBC that evening thinking about the historical significance of what was
unfolding. It was a moment that underscored just how volatile and unpredictable our industry and
commodities markets can be.  

Fast forward two years and four months to August 22, 2022, on that day, oil was priced at $93.42 per
barrel based on the Cushing, OK WTI spot price, while natural gas was priced at $9.85 per MMBtu
according to the Henry Hub Natural Gas spot price. Both figures were sourced from the U.S. Energy
Information Administration and the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis Economic Data. Although I do
not recall that day vividly, I do remember tracking natural gas prices in August that year and feeling
incredibly optimistic about the trajectory of commodity prices. 

That optimism was short-lived. Just six months later, on February 22, 2023, the spot price for natural
gas was $2.07 per MMBtu, and oil was priced at $73.95 per barrel (EIA, FRED). If nothing else, this
volatility serves as a vivid reminder that swings and cycles are part of the DNA of the oil and gas
industry. 

Other than looking at commodity prices for fun, this lookback is interesting because it underscores
how our industry is subject to cycles and swings. Whether caused by advancements in horizontal
drilling, geopolitical events, a global pandemic, supply and demand imbalances, weather
disturbances, or regulatory uncertainty, these cycles have shaped our industry, and our careers. They
create opportunities for growth, innovation, and entrepreneurship, but can also expose
vulnerabilities and force adaptation. 

I have been a landman for 17 years, and I was fortunate to cut my teeth during the Marcellus boom. At
the time, I worked for our family-owned land services company, primarily representing regional oil
and gas operators. In the initial stages of the Marcellus Shale’s development, I recall some
conversations with our regional oil and gas clients, who informed us that their companies were being
acquired or that their assets were being divested to major energy players like Exxon, Chevron, and
Hess, among others. I am sure many others have encountered similar scenarios in their own
experiences. It was an exciting period, and mergers, acquisitions, and divestitures are simply part of
the natural business cycle in the lifespan of an oil and gas play. 

This shift in the cycle, and the maturing of an oil and gas play, introduced both changes and
opportunities, leading to new areas of interest, new clients, and heightened competition. Over time,
the market stabilized; some major energy companies remained, others divested assets to smaller
privately held operators, and still others merged with competitors to form even larger oil and gas
entities. It is fascinating to look back over the past 15 years and compare the industry’s key players,
then versus now, along with their leasehold positions. 

(Continued)
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Veteran landmen have seen this pattern repeat across different regions and plays. Some of us recall
the rush to acquire acreage in New York targeting the Trenton-Black River, the excitement in
Pennsylvania during the early Marcellus activity, the rapid development along the Ohio River during
the rise of the Utica, and more recently the competitive atmosphere in Ohio’s western Utica oil
expansion. All these formations and plays are at various stages in their life cycle, and all of us have
contributed to their acquisition, development, re-acquisition, divestment, or release, whatever the
case may be. 

On a personal note, my wife always reminds me to stay present whenever I catch myself wandering
down memory lane or thinking too much about historical commodity prices. It is a valuable reminder
that while reflection is important, the real work happens in the present. No matter which stage of the
play’s life cycle we find ourselves in, the work we do is essential to energy development and the
success of the companies we serve and represent. 

As members of the MLBC, we have weathered both commodity price volatility and the maturation of
our region’s oil and gas plays. We have been part of the development and production of one of the
most significant basins in the country. According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration’s
Drilling Productivity Report, the Appalachian Basin consistently ranks as the highest-producing
natural gas region in the United States. Collectively, we have made the Appalachian Basin the top
natural gas producing shale play in the nation, a contribution we should all be proud of. 

Over the past two decades, our industry has transformed, and we have transformed with it. We have
capitalized on market upswings, survived downturns, and carved out lasting legacies in the process.
Brokers and land-service companies have been fortunate to transition away from weeks spent in
hotels to the comforts of working from our offices. Gone are the days of using colored pencils to draw
leasehold maps and today we have robust GIS software that handle illustrating our leaseholds. The
future will present both challenges and opportunities, but if history is any guide, volatility will
persist, and new possibilities will arise even as our region's plays mature. 

As I reflect on my journey as a landman, I am reminded of how these cycles have shaped not only our
profession and the MLBC organization, but also our resilience and resourcefulness. Through it all,
the MLBC has been a constant, a community of like-minded professionals who understand the unique
challenges and rewards of our work. Together, we have celebrated the booms, endured the busts,
built the nation’s top natural gas basin, and we did it together as members of the MLBC. 

Looking ahead for the rest of this year and beyond for landmen in our region and the MLBC
organization, I am optimistic about what the future holds. At the time of writing this article, CNBC is
reporting oil trading at $73.57 per barrel while natural gas is trading at $3.42 per MMBtu. Whether it
is a new play, a shift in market dynamics, or the rise of emerging opportunities, I know we will face it
head-on with the same determination that has carried us through the past. And while I will always
enjoy looking back at historical commodity prices, it is good to be in the present and make the most
of today, because that is where our future begins. The future may be hard to predict, and I am certain
we will face our share of ups and downs in commodity prices, but we will do it together as colleagues
and members of the MLBC. No matter how volatile the market is, or where we find ourselves in the
lifecycle of our region’s shale plays, let us continue moving forward and remember to be present in
the moment and enjoy the ride. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
John T. Catsonis 
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For more information or to purchase a Corporate Sponsor package or advertise in the The Wildcatter, 
please contact Abby Veigel at abbyveigel@mlbc-aapl.org. 

DIAMONDDIAMOND EMERALDEMERALD

https://mlbc-aapl.org/
https://www.expandenergy.com/
https://www.babstcalland.com/
https://www.brightonlandmanagement.com/
https://www.cassidypc.com/firm
https://infinitynaturalresources.com/
https://www.stockyardsland.com/
https://dudley-land.com/
https://www.ogmpllc.com/
https://wranglerlandservices.com/
https://www.steptoe-johnson.com/
https://blueduckresources.com/
https://atenciohall.com/
http://www.campbelldev.com/
https://www.haloland.com/
https://tenmileland.com/
https://www.westernls.com/
https://coterra.com/


DIAMOND 
$10,000
DIAMOND 
$10,000

2025 CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
The 2025 Corporate Sponsorship tiers are designed to support both the MLBC organization and the MLBC
Foundation. Fifty percent of your contribution will support the MLBC organization, with the remaining fifty percent
supporting the MLBC Foundation. By contributing, you’re helping to advance energy professionals in our region,
strengthen the communities where we work, and support the charities we proudly stand behind. Join us and our
mission to support land professionals in our region and make a meaningful, lasting impact in our community. 

$4,000 Foundation Credit (may be redeemed for event tickets or sponsorship)

4 passes to each MLBC educational & social event

Logo included in every Wildcatter edition & membership email 

Logo linked on MLBC website 

Logo displayed at all events (virtually or in person)

4 full page ads in The Wildcatter per year 

2 half page ads in The Wildcatter per year 

$3,000 Foundation Credit (may be redeemed for event tickets or sponsorship)

4 passes to each MLBC educational & social event

Logo included in every Wildcatter edition & membership email 

Logo linked on MLBC website 

Logo displayed at all events (virtually or in person)

3 full page ads in The Wildcatter per year 

2 half page ads in The Wildcatter per year 

EMERALD
$7,500
EMERALD
$7,500

PLATINUM 
$5,000
PLATINUM 
$5,000

$2,000 Foundation Credit (may be redeemed for event tickets or sponsorship)

4 passes to each MLBC educational & social event

Logo included in every Wildcatter edition & membership email 

Logo linked on MLBC website 

Logo displayed at all events (virtually or in person)

2 full page ads in The Wildcatter per year 

1 half page ad in The Wildcatter per year 

GOLD 
$2,500
GOLD 
$2,500

$1,000 Foundation Credit (may be redeemed for event tickets or sponsorship)

2 passes to each MLBC educational & social event

Logo included in every Wildcatter edition & membership email 

Logo linked on MLBC website 

Logo displayed at all events (virtually or in person)

1 half page ad in The Wildcatter per year 

For more information or to purchase a Corporate Sponsor package or advertise in the The
Wildcatter, please contact Abby Veigel at abbyveigel@mlbc-aapl.org. 

SILVER 
$1,500
SILVER 
$1,500

$500 Foundation Credit (may be redeemed for event tickets or sponsorship)

Logo included in every Wildcatter edition & membership email 

Logo linked on MLBC website 

Logo displayed at all events (virtually or in person)

https://mlbc-aapl.org/


Our update is West Virginia heavy this time. Here are the cases since our last update: 
 
Kaess v. BB Land, LLC, ---S.E.2d---, 2024 WL 4784609 (November 14, 2024). Certified question to Supreme Court from U.S. District
Court for Northern District of West Virginia, inquiring whether the deduction of certain costs from the delivery of royalties were allowable
under West Virginia law when the lease calls for “in kind” royalty delivery After extensive analysis, the Supreme Court likened an “in
kind” royalty provision as being similar to a “flat” royalty provision, and ultimately held that lessor under a lease with an in kind royalty
provision where the lessor elects NOT to take oil and gas in kind is not subject to the deduction of post-production costs as a matter of
West Virginia law. 
 
Venable Royalty Ltd. v. EQT Production Company, 908 S.E.2d 501 (W. Va. I. C., 2024). The Intermediate Court was presented with
the problem of determining whether non-participating royalty interests (“NPRIs”) should be classified as “real estate” or “personal
property” as a matter of West Virginia law. The NPRI at issue was conveyed by a tax deed following a delinquent tax sale concerning
the interest. One side argued that the tax deed was void because an NPRI is personal property. The other side claimed that the tax
deed was successful because an NPRI is assessable as real estate, rendering the tax deed effective as to the reserved NPRI. After
reviewing the available authorities, the Intermediate Court determined that NPRIs should be classified as real estate interests because
they are vested real property. 
 
Romeo v. Antero Resources Corporation, ---S.E.2d---, 2024 WL 4784706 (November 14, 2024). Another certified question from the
U.S. District Court for the Northern District of West Virginia concerning post production costs. The Court adopted a “point of sale” rule,
which indicates that the lessee must bear all costs incurred in exploring for, producing, marketing and transportation the product to the
point of sale. The Court expressed concern that adopting a different rule would make the marketability of produced gas a question of
fact to be determined by courts or other judicial proceedings, instead of a question of law. Acknowledging that their ruling put West
Virginia in a minority of one regarding the deductibility of post-production costs, the Court nevertheless found that the deduction of such
costs could only be taken if specifically stated in a lease, and further found that the same rulings extended to NGLs derived from
produced natural gas. 
 
West v. Armstrong, 2024 WL 4709943 (W. Va. I.C.A., November 7, 2024). In 1905, landowners conveyed ½ oil and gas interest under
30 acres, described as “one half part of the royalty and rents reserved under such lease while the same remains in force . . . ” and then
includes additional language that the parties argued over whether it limited the conveyance generally or only if only certain terms of the
conveyance were limited. The Supreme Court found that the limiting language contained in the oil and gas conveyance only applied to
certain provisions of the deed, and not the conveyance as a whole. 
 
Bleigh v. Dominion Energy Transmission, Inc., 2024 WL 5201003 (W. Va. I.C.A., December 23, 2024). This case involves the
determination of the rights and duties under a 1909 oil and gas lease and subsequent 1952 lease modification. The modification gave
the operator the right to inject and store oil and gas into the Berea Sand. A storage well was subsequently completed on the property.
After the deep rights under the lease became vested in DETI and HG Energy, successors to those rights, the landowner, Bleigh,
alleged that these operators did not take proper steps to develop the oil and gas under the prudent operator standard. The Court found
that the modification agreement overrode the implied covenant to prudently operate and develop the oil and gas, resulting in the storage
lease being sufficient to hold the lease so long as the lease continues to be used for storage. 
 
As always, if you come across anything that needs to be reported on, please let us know ASAP. 
 
Regards, 
 
Nik Tysiak 
Chair – Legislative and Regulatory Committee MLBC 

By Nikolas Tysiak, Legislative and Regulatory Chairman 



2025 MEMBERSHIP SATISFACTION SURVEY
Each year AAPL conducts a survey of its members to gauge overall membership satisfaction. The results
assist AAPL in providing the most value to our members and adapting our products and services to meet
membership needs.
 
The survey, which is powered by SurveyMonkey, takes only roughly 10 minutes to complete. Enter the
email that's connected to your Amazon account at the end of the survey for your chance to win one of
four $20 digital Amazon gift cards or one of four $25 digital Amazon gift cards!
 
We value your membership and thank you for your role in AAPL and our industry. Please give us your
honest feedback so we can best serve you in 2025!

TAKE OUR 2025 MEMBERSHIP SATISFACTION SURVEY

OUR MISSION

OUR VALUES

Our mission is to promote the highest standards and ethics
of performance for all land professionals and to encourage
sound stewardship of all energy and mineral resources.

Through relevant information, comprehensive education
and targeted networking, we assist land professionals in
deepening their industry knowledge, elevating their careers
and, ultimately, creating new business opportunities.

AAPL'S VALUE STATEMENT, STRATEGIC GOALS & MORE BECOME MORE FAMILIAR WITH YOUR BENEFITS

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BBCB7PL
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BBCB7PL
https://landman.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjI1MzM2JnA9MSZ1PTUyNzAxNDQ0MyZsaT0zNjQ0MDY3OQ/index.html
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BBCB7PL
https://www.landman.org/about/who-we-are?_zs=t15Xm&_zl=bVkC3
https://www.landman.org/about/who-we-are?_zs=t15Xm&_zl=bVkC3
https://www.landman.org/membership/why-join-and-benefits?_zs=t15Xm&_zl=cVkC3#:~:text=MEMBERSHIP%20TYPES-,MEMBERSHIP%20BENEFITS,-We%20help%20enhance
https://www.landman.org/membership/why-join-and-benefits?_zs=t15Xm&_zl=cVkC3#:~:text=MEMBERSHIP%20TYPES-,MEMBERSHIP%20BENEFITS,-We%20help%20enhance


Experience world-class education,
tailored networking offerings,

unmatched entertainment and time-
honored AAPL traditions with hundreds
of North American energy professionals

at the 71st edition of AAPL's Annual
Meeting June 18-20 in Kansas City,

Missouri. Stay tuned for more info and
registration!

REGISTRATION FOR AAPL'S 2025 ANNUAL MEETING IS OPENING SOON!

UPCOMING IN-PERSON EVENTS
FEB 11-13
RPL/CPL CERTIFICATION EXAM REVIEW
FORT WORTH, TX

MAR 3-5
RPL/CPL CERTIFICATION EXAM REVIEW
MIDLAND, TX

APR 3-4
APPALACHIAN LAND INSTITUTE 
REGISTRATION OPENING SOON
PITTSBURGH, PA

APR 23-24
MINING & LAND RESOURCES INSTITUTE
REGISTRATION OPENING SOON
LAKE TAHOE, NV

MAY 20-22
RPL/CPL CERTIFICATION EXAM REVIEW
DENVER, CO

JUN 18-20
71ST ANNUAL MEETING
REGISTRATION OPENING SOON
KANSAS CITY, MO

JUL 22-24
RPL/CPL CERTIFICATION EXAM REVIEW
PITTSBURGH, PA

AUG 6-8
RPL/CPL CERTIFICATION EXAM REVIEW
HOUSTON, TX

DISASTER RELIEF ASSISTANCE
The AAPL Educational Foundation, Inc. established the Disaster Relief Assistance Program for AAPL members who have suffered
financial loss due to severe storms and natural disasters.
 
If you or an AAPL member you know have been affected by the California wildfires or any other natural disaster or severe storm
across North America and would like to apply for a grant, please complete the Disaster Relief Application.
 
There are two ways to donate to the Disaster Relief Assistance program:

To donate online, visit our PayPal page and select "Disaster Relief" in the drop-down menu.
If paying via check, make your check payable to “AAPL Educational Foundation, Inc.,” and specify “Disaster Relief” in the memo.
Send check to 800 Fournier St., Fort Worth, TX 76102.

100% of donations to the AAPL Educational Foundation for disaster relief directly assist AAPL members who have suffered losses
during recent and future natural disasters. The Educational Foundation is a Section 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1954 charted under the laws of Texas. Your donation is tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.
 
For questions, please contact aapl@landman.org.

DISASTER RELIEF FORM EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

https://learning.landman.org/products/rplcpl-certification-exam-review-fort-worth-tx-feb-11-2025#tab-product_tab_overview
https://learning.landman.org/products/rplcpl-certification-exam-review-midland-tx-mar-3-2025
https://learning.landman.org/products/rplcpl-certification-exam-review-denver-co-may-20-2025
https://learning.landman.org/products/rplcpl-certification-exam-review-canonsburg-pa-july-22-2025
https://learning.landman.org/products/rplcpl-certification-exam-review-houston-tx-aug-6-2025#tab-product_tab_overview
https://landman.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjM4NDAyJnA9MSZ1PTUyNzAxNDQ0MyZsaT0zNjY2MDk3Ng/index.html
https://landman.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjM4NDAyJnA9MSZ1PTUyNzAxNDQ0MyZsaT0zNjY2MDk3Nw/index.html
https://www.google.com/maps/search/800+Fournier+St.,+Fort+Worth,+TX+76102?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:aapl@landman.org
https://www.landman.org/about/grants-and-scholarships/disaster-request?_zs=t15Xm&_zl=m1sD3
https://www.landman.org/about/grants-and-scholarships/disaster-request?_zs=t15Xm&_zl=m1sD3
https://www.landman.org/about/charitable-giving/educational-foundation?_zs=t15Xm&_zl=b1sD3
https://www.landman.org/about/charitable-giving/educational-foundation?_zs=t15Xm&_zl=b1sD3


On December 7th and 8th, 2024, the AAPL held its Q4 Board Meeting at
the historic Rancho Bernardo Inn in northern San Diego, CA. I know what
you are thinking. A December trip to warm, sunny southern California –
what a lucky break for Jeremy. You would be hasty in assuming that it
was warm. You would also be hasty to assume it was sunny. In fact, it
was neither.  

I flew into San Diego on Thursday, December 5th and flew back on
Monday the 9th. The only warm or sunny day just so happened to be
Sunday the 8th – squarely when I was in a conference room tending to
AAPL business. That said, I did manage to enjoy the little bit of sun left
that afternoon at a local historic winery in Escondido. It was a great spot
that I enjoyed - enough to purchase a case of their product for shipment
back home.  

Those that know me know that regardless of the cool, overcast weather I
encountered, I still explored. Within an hour of landing, I was sitting
waterfront at San Diego Fish Market having some fish and chips along
with a spectacular cup of clam chowder. Afterwards, I paid my respect at
the Bob Hope Memorial and the Unconditional Surrender statue with the
USS Midway in the background. 

The next day, I decided to make my way up the coast and explore on my
way to the AAPL host hotel, which was about 45 minutes north of town. I
took some time to explore the Sunset Cliffs area and enjoyed watching
the few surfers choose their breakers patiently. I ended up spending most
of the afternoon in La Jolla, which is a picturesque town built around the
La Jolla Bay and has famous coves, tide pools, sea lion point, and a
cave.  

The town of La Jolla is full of interesting boutiques, upscale restaurants,
and art galleries. If you visit, I recommend exploring the tunnel leading to
the sea cave. It provides a unique perspective looking out into the Pacific
Ocean. Another highlight for me was the Authentic Vintage Poster gallery.
If you appreciate vintage commercial artistry, graphic arts, or history – it
is not to be missed. Check their website out if I’ve piqued your curiosity.
Everything in their gallery is original – no reprints! I’m talking an original
concert poster from the 1967 Monterey Pop Festival, “screaming”
character posters used as archery targets for the Prussian soldiers in the
1880s, and 1950s travel advertising posters. If you like this kind of stuff,
you can spend hours here. Also, unfortunately for me, and much to my
wife’s chagrin, everything is for sale. I did not escape without asking them
to take my money. But, as any self-respecting landman – I didn’t pay
asking price! If you are curious what I couldn’t live without, feel free to
reach out to me or ask me at the next MLBC meeting. Happy to share.   

Oil & Gas Connection: I’m not sure if this is a connection, or more of an
observation. If you are reading this, no doubt you are very familiar with
where our energy comes from. Landmen understand – whether they are
primarily involved with gas, oil, solar, wind, or yes, coal – when you turn
on the light switch, there is something generating that power. When you
turn on your automobile, it is relying on some source of energy – whether
its gasoline, diesel, CNG, or electric. As it’s accurately been said many
times, electric vehicles just have a much longer exhaust pipe. 

Submitted by: Jeremy White



Please note the following dates related to upcoming Director’s Meetings and the AAPL Annual Meeting.

Board Meeting: March 8-10, 2024 | Mayo Hotel - Tulsa, OK 
Board Meeting: June 18-19, 2024 | Boston Park Plaza - Boston, MA 
AAPL Annual Meeting : June 19-22, 2024 | Boston Park Hotel - Boston, MA 
Board Meeting: September 27-29, 2024 | Grand Traverse Resort – Acme, MI 

Let me be clear - this is not a statement against electric vehicles. I have
no issue with them. In fact, I can honestly see myself buying one of those
new Scout Travelers when they hit the market. What I am saying is – there
is a clear disconnect with a large part of the population when it comes to
understanding energy, emissions, and conservation. 

It is no secret that California has the strictest vehicle emissions standards
in the country. The state has led the way with EV mandates, with a target
of 100% of new vehicle sales by 2035 being electric vehicles. I’m not
much for vehicle mandates, but that’s beside the point. My point is that,
although they are pushing EVs, they don’t fully understand energy
conservation or emissions – or at least don’t care as much they say they
do. This could not have been illustrated any better as during the times I
went out to eat at restaurants that had outdoor seating. Every restaurant
patio or deck I dined on had many, many, fixed natural gas heaters and
mobile propane patio heaters firing away constantly – whether anyone
was sitting nearby or not. I mean EVERY restaurant and I mean MANY
heaters. The first restaurant at which I ate (remember the fish and chips
and clam chowder?), I sat outside on the open air deck. Recall I said it
wasn’t warm? It wasn’t frigid either. It was probably 60 degrees give or
take. They had multiple natural gas radiant heaters making me sweat in
the open air. The restaurant at which I ate in La Jolla, (which has amazing
ceviche tacos by the way), had a large outside patio with no roof – just
open air – and had no fewer than 5 fixed heaters and 12 mobile patio
heaters all firing away constantly. The one that really blew my mind
though, was the host hotel. The Veranda Restaurant at Rancho Bernardo
Inn has a very large outdoor patio overlooking their golf course. I decided
to have breakfast here Saturday morning. You guessed it – I ate outside –
as did maybe a dozen other guests. I was dumbfounded at the amount of
propane heaters firing away into the open air – along with a natural gas
firepit and natural gas log fireplace – all firing away. I have included
photos of the restaurant in La Jolla and the Veranda patio, because I don’t
think my words do it justice. 

D I R E C T O R ’ S  R E P O R T  C O N T I N U E D

When I mentioned the abundance of heaters just firing off into the atmosphere to waitstaff a couple times, the response
was the same: “Do you need me to move one closer to you?” No thank you. Not necessary. It just seems like a waste.
“Oh, we have tons of propane. We won’t run out.” To me, that is a small microcosm of the disconnect a large segment of
the population has regarding what energy conservation and emissions control really mean.  

We are landmen. We understand. I would ask each of you to do your part, when opportunities present themselves, to
politely educate those who truly don’t make the connection. You can be all for energy production and all for energy
conservation at the same time. It just takes being mindful.  
  
As far as actual AAPL business, the Q4 meeting was pretty short, as it seemed everyone wanted to get out early and
enjoy the aforementioned rare sun sighting. In addition to the individual Director’s Reports, the following is a summary
of the key points covered:  

Treasurer’s Report: AAPL total assets have increased to $44,661,666, up 14% YOY. The increase is primarily
due to market activity related to the investment account and not drawing down on the investment account for
cash flow since February 2023.  
Revenues (exclusive of investment revenue) year over year, have increased 7.4% from $743,252 to $797,993, a
change of $54,741. 
Expenses compared to this time last year have increased 3.7% from $1,235,342 to $1,280,671, an increase of
$45,329. 
Event Participation  

Women in Energy Institute saw a 20% increase in attendance, rising from 200 to 240 participants.
Sponsorship revenue increased by 42.8%, growing from $76,000 to $108,500. Expenses decreased by over
$22,000,reflecting improved operational efficiency. Final P&L for the institute will be available in the next
quarter. 
The Gulf Coast Land Institute set a record with 131 attendees, tripling attendance from 2023. 
Denver Land Institute reached full capacity with over 200 participants. Hosted inaugural Oklahoma Energy
Institute exceeding our attendance goal of 100 with 182 registrants. 
20 webinars conducted this quarter, including the highest-attended Legal Landmines webinar with 317
participants. 
Professional Development Assistance provided $32,578 in support to 129 recipients. 
Recognized Dorsey Roach and Owen “Monty” Barnhill for dedicated service to AAPL as educators. 

https://www.landman.org/events/annual-meeting


Please note the following dates related to upcoming Director’s Meetings and the AAPL Annual Meeting.

Board Meeting: March 8-10, 2024 | Mayo Hotel - Tulsa, OK 
Board Meeting: June 18-19, 2024 | Boston Park Plaza - Boston, MA 
AAPL Annual Meeting : June 19-22, 2024 | Boston Park Hotel - Boston, MA 
Board Meeting: September 27-29, 2024 | Grand Traverse Resort – Acme, MI 

Please note the following dates related to upcoming Director’s Meetings and the AAPL Annual Meeting.

Board Meeting: March 8-10, 2024 | Mayo Hotel - Tulsa, OK 
Board Meeting: June 18-19, 2024 | Boston Park Plaza - Boston, MA 
AAPL Annual Meeting : June 19-22, 2024 | Boston Park Hotel - Boston, MA 
Board Meeting: September 27-29, 2024 | Grand Traverse Resort – Acme, MI 

On March 14-16, 2025 I’ll be traveling to Providence, RI for the AAPL Q1 Board Meeting and will be sure to update the
MLBC with points of interest. As always, I would like to thank the MLBC for the opportunity to represent the organization
and region as its AAPL Director. I would also like to thank Tenmile Land, and its ownership, for supporting my efforts to
serve this term.  

If any of our members have questions or concerns related to the AAPL, feel free to reach out to me and I’ll try to help the
best way I can. 

Sincerely, 

Jeremy M. White 
AAPL Director 2023-2025 

D I R E C T O R ’ S  R E P O R T  C O N T I N U E D

Please note the following dates related to upcoming Director’s Meetings and the AAPL Annual Meeting:

Board Meeting: March 14-16, 2025 – Newport Harbor Island Resort – Newport, RI 
Board Meeting: June 17-18, 2025 – Loews Kansas City – Kansas City, MO 

https://www.landman.org/events/annual-meeting
https://www.landman.org/events/annual-meeting
https://www.dudley-land.com/


T H E  W I L D C A T T E R

Tell us a little about yourself.
My name is McKenna Hewitt, and I’m from Daisytown, Pennsylvania, a small rural town in Washington County. I’m currently studying
Land and Energy Management with a minor in Geographical Information Systems at Marietta College. On campus, I am involved in several
PLM/ELM activities, including working two jobs within the athletic department, participating in Marietta College Cru, and being an active
member of both the Marietta College Landman Association and the Society of Petroleum Engineering. In my free time, I enjoy studying and
spending time with friends. After graduating in the Spring of 2026, I plan to apply my skills in the landman and mapping industries. 

Who are you currently employed or contracted with?
Currently, I am not employed as I am still pursuing my studies. However, I have signed a contract with American Consolidated Natural
Resources (ACNR) to complete my second year of internship with the company. 

How long have you worked in the oil and gas industry? And what states do you have experience? And tell us about any other land
organization you belong.
I have not yet fully worked in the oil and gas industry due to continuous education.  

Tell us about your first position in the industry. 
My first role in the industry was with a solar-focused company, Chaberton Energy, where I served as a Solar Policy Intern. This position
gave me a comprehensive understanding of the regulatory requirements essential for maintaining operations in the solar energy sector.
During my internship, I had the opportunity to review various pieces of legislation related to solar energy in Maryland, where the company
was based, deepening my knowledge of the regulatory landscape in the industry. 

What areas of the industry do you have experience in? 
While attending Marietta College, I have had the opportunity to experience work within the solar, coal mining, and oil and gas industry. All
these opportunities are thanks for several internships and job shadows. 
Do you have a mentor in the industry? Can you provide details?
Although I do not have an official mentor within the industry, I have greatly admired and sought guidance from our program director at
Marietta, Tina Thomas. With her extensive experience in engineering, leasing, and legislation, Professor Thomas has navigated numerous
challenges throughout her career. I hold deep respect for her resilience and determination. She has been an invaluable resource, offering
both academic support and industry insights, and I am grateful for the guidance she has provided. 

How long have you been a member of the MLBC. Do you currently have any certifications through the AAPL?
I have been a Student Member of MLBC since August of 2022 and plan to continue my membership post-graduation. 

What benefits have you found as a member of the MLBC? What are your favorite aspects? 
Since joining MLBC, I've had the opportunity to attend monthly Zoom meetings and luncheons at various locations. Each event has allowed
me to connect with new industry professionals and strengthen my network within the landman community. The learning opportunities
MLBC provides have greatly expanded my knowledge of oil and gas, which I can now apply to advance my career. 

Do you serve the MLBC, AAPL, or any other organizations in an executive capacity and/or serve as a committee chair? Are you a
member of any committees?
As a student member of MLBC I have had the great honor to serve at the Marietta College Student Liaison.  

 McKenna Hewitt



https://www.babstcalland.com/


 

On January 20, 2025, newly sworn-in President Donald Trump signed several executive orders
related to energy policy. In the most comprehensive order, Declaring A National Energy
Emergency, the administration declared a national energy emergency, the purpose of which is
to increase leasing, development, production, transportation, refining, and generation of
energy in order to meet the nation’s needs. Under the order, federal agencies are granted
emergency authority to develop domestic energy resources, including those on federal lands.
The order also directs federal agencies to expedite all authorized energy infrastructure projects
and requires federal agencies to identify projects that may need emergency permits under the
Clean Water Act or the Endangered Species Act.  
 
The next order, Unleashing American Energy, sets forth the policy of the new administration
with respect to domestic energy. These policies include encouraging energy production on
federal lands and waters, the production of rare earth minerals, elimination of electric vehicle
mandates, and ensuring that all regulations related to energy are grounded in clear applicable
law. The order also requires federal agencies to review all actions that could potentially burden
the identification and development of domestic resources and announced the revocation of
several executive orders issued by the Biden Administration, including several related to
climate change and sustainability.  
 
Unleashing Alaska's Extraordinary Resource Potential states that it is the policy of the new
administration to fully avail itself of Alaska’s vast resources, including those on federal and state
lands, and to prioritize the development of Alaska’s liquid natural gas. The order directs various
federal agencies to rescind or withdraw numerous decisions, orders, and moratoriums that
limit the production of natural resources in Alaska.  
 
Finally, the administration ordered the withdrawal of all areas within the Offshore Continental
Shelf from disposition for wind energy leasing. The order does not apply to existing wind leases
or to leases for other purposes, such as oil and gas, and environmental conservation. The order
calls for a temporary cessation of all wind leasing while federal agencies conduct an
assessment of the environmental impacts of onshore and offshore wind projects.  
 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT TRUMP SIGNS
ENERGY EXECUTIVE ORDERS ON
DAY ONE OF ADMINISTRATION 
BY: BLAKE JONES

https://www.steptoe-johnson.com/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/declaring-a-national-energy-emergency/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/declaring-a-national-energy-emergency/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/unleashing-american-energy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/unleashing-alaskas-extraordinary-resource-potential/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/temporary-withdrawal-of-all-areas-on-the-outer-continental-shelf-from-offshore-wind-leasing-and-review-of-the-federal-governments-leasing-and-permitting-practices-for-wind-projects/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/temporary-withdrawal-of-all-areas-on-the-outer-continental-shelf-from-offshore-wind-leasing-and-review-of-the-federal-governments-leasing-and-permitting-practices-for-wind-projects/


REGISTER NOW

https://mms.mlbc-aapl.org/members/evr/reg_event.php?orgcode=MLBC&evid=51417773
https://mms.mlbc-aapl.org/members/evr/reg_event.php?orgcode=MLBC&evid=51417773


Basin Brief

BASIN ACTIVITY INFORMATION PROVIDED BY AYERS PETROLEUM
CONSULTING AND IS CURRENT OF JANAURY 2025.



PERMIT DETAILSBASIN BRIEFBASIN BRIEF  



MARCELLUS WELLS BY STATUS

UTICA WELLS BY STATUS

BASIN BRIEFBASIN BRIEF  



PERMITTING SUMMARY BY STATE

PERMITTING SUMMARY BY OPERATOR

HORIZONTAL WELLS BY RESERVOIR BY STATUS

BASIN BRIEFBASIN BRIEF  



PRODUCING WELL COUNT BY RESERVOIR

PRODUCING MARCELLUS WELLS

PRODUCING UTICA WELLS

BASIN BRIEFBASIN BRIEF  



https://runsignup.com/Race/WV/Morgantown/MLBCFoundationKAndFamilyFunRun


Stay Connected!
Follow us on our social media
channels for news & updates!

@mlbc-aapl Michael Late Benedum
Chapter of AAPL

www.mlbc-aapl.org

@mlbc-aapl @mlbc_aapl

https://www.linkedin.com/company/michael-late-benedum-chapter-of-aapl
https://www.facebook.com/MLBCAAPL/
https://twitter.com/mlbc_aapl
https://www.instagram.com/mlbc_aapl
http://mlbc-aapl.org/
https://atenciohall.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/michael-late-benedum-chapter-of-aapl
https://www.facebook.com/MLBCAAPL/
https://www.facebook.com/MLBCAAPL/
http://mlbc-aapl.org/
https://twitter.com/mlbc_aapl
https://www.instagram.com/mlbc_aapl
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

LORRAINE ALBERTS

2025-2026

Fellow MLBC Members,

It is that time of year in which the Nominating Committee, which consists of past MLBC
Presidents, is requesting nominations for Executive Committee members for the
upcoming officer election in advance of the 2025-2026 year. In accordance with our
bylaws, nominations may be made for all positions with the exception of President, which
will be filled by Kevin Pierson, our current Vice President.

The qualifications for each position are:
Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer

1. To have been an Active member of the Association for the preceding two years
2. To have served on the Executive Committee as either an Officer or Local Director for
two years

Sergeant-at-Arms and Local Director
 
1.  To have been an Active member of the Association for the preceding two years
2.  To have served on a Committee for two years
 
If you would like to make a nomination for one or all of these positions, please do so by
emailing this year’s Nominating Committee Chairman, Rob Greiner at
rgreiner@rkgconsultingservices.com on or before February 15th. Thank you for your
continued support.

Sincerely,
John Catsonis
MLBC President, 2024-2025

mailto:rgreiner@rkgconsultingservices.com


https://www.steptoe-johnson.com/


Stacy Tichy, RPL
Percheron, LLC
stacy.tichy@percheronllc.com

SECRETARY

Kevin Pierson
Blue Duck Resources 
kp@blueduckres.com

VICE PRESIDENT

John Catsonis
Apex Land Corp.
jcatsonis@apexlandcorp.com

PRESIDENT

Ben McKinney
Steptoe and Johnson
ben.mckinney@steptoe-johnson.com

TREASURER

Amecos Resources, LLC
daniel.cooper82@gmail.com 

Steve Carr
Dudley Land Company
SteveCarr@dudley-land.com 

LOCAL DIRECTOR

Tyler Murray
Percheron, LLC
tylermurray.land@gmail.com

LOCAL DIRECTOR

Harry Heinbaugh
Percheron,LLC
harry.heinbaugh@percheronllc.com

LOCAL DIRECTOR

Jeremy White
Ten Mile Land, LLC
jeremywhite@tenmileland.com

REGIONAL DIRECTOR

Lhag Bowers, RPL
Percheron,LLC
lhag.bowers@percheronllc.com

PRESIDENT EMERITUS

Daniel Cooper

SGT. AT ARMS

Amecos Resources, LLC
daniel.cooper82@gmail.com 

Abby Veigel
MLBC
abbyveigel@mlbc-aapl.org

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

2024 - 2025

mailto:stacy.tichy@percheronllc.com
mailto:kp@blueduckres.com
mailto:kp@blueduckres.com
mailto:kp@blueduckres.com
mailto:ben.mckinney@steptoe-johnson.com
mailto:daniel.cooper82@gmail.com
mailto:SteveCarr@dudley-land.com
mailto:SteveCarr@dudley-land.com
mailto:SteveCarr@dudley-land.com
mailto:tylermurray.land@gmail.com
mailto:harry.heinbaugh@percheronllc.com
mailto:kp@blueduckres.com
mailto:jeremywhite@tenmileland.com
mailto:lhag.bowers@percheronllc.com
mailto:daniel.cooper82@gmail.com
mailto:daniel.cooper82@gmail.com
mailto:abbyveigel@mlbc-aapl.org


T H E  W I L D C A T T E R

COMMITTEE CHAIRSCOMMITTEE CHAIRS

CO-EDUCATION:
CHUCK SAFFER

CSAFFER@BABSTCALLAND.COM

TECHNOLOGY:
JEREMY PRESTON 

JPRESTON@EQT.COM

FINANCE:
 LHAG BOWERS

LHAG.BOWERS@PERCHERONLLC.COM

HISTORIAN:
DAVID AMAN

DAVID.W.AMAN@DOMINIONENERGY.COM

LEGISLATIVE:
NIKOLAS TYSIAK

NTYSIAK@BABSTCALLAND.COM

MARKETING:
BAILEY MILLER

BRM003@MARIETTA.EDU 

NEWSLETTER:
DANIEL COOPER

DANIEL.COOPER82@GMAIL.COM

WOMEN OF THE MLBC:
BROOKE KAMICKER

BROOKE.KAMICKER@STEPTOE-JOHNSON.COM

CLAY SHOOT:
TYLER MURRAY

TYLERMURRAY.LAND@GMAIL.COM

AWARDS: 
DAVID STOCKMAN

DAVID.STOCKMAN@WESTERNLS.COM

SCHOLARSHIP/UNIVERSITY LIASON:
ROB GREINER

RGREINER@RKGCONSULTINGSERVICES.COM

ETHICS:
THOMAS LONG

THOMASLONG03@GMAIL.COM

MEMBERSHIP:
MATT WHITE

MATT.WHITE@STEPTOE-JOHNSON.COM

SPONSORSHIP:
HARRY HEINBAUGH

HARRY.HEINBAUGH@PERCHERONLLC.COM

CO-EDUCATION:
BILL O' BRIEN 

BILL.O'BRIEN@STEPTOE-JOHNSON.COM

2024-2025

SPRING GOLF: 
JIM KANE

JKANE@CASSIDYPC.COM

FALL GOLF: 
 MATT WHITE

MATT.WHITE@STEPTOE-JOHNSON.COM

mailto:CSaffer@babstcalland.com
mailto:lhag.bowers@percheronllc.com
mailto:ntysiak@babstcalland.com
mailto:stacy.tichy@percheronllc.com
mailto:stacy.tichy@percheronllc.com
mailto:daniel.cooper82@gmail.com
mailto:bcrookshanks@infinitynr.com
mailto:tylermurray.land@gmail.com
mailto:rgreiner@rkgconsultingservices.com
mailto:thomaslong03@gmail.com
mailto:matt.white@steptoe-johnson.com
mailto:Bill.O'Brien@steptoe-johnson.com
mailto:jkane@cassidypc.com
mailto:matt.white@steptoe-johnson.com


MLBC MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Active:             332
Active PP:        31
Honorary:       10
  

Total Active:       363
% Active:             64.25%

Associate :      99
Student:          93

Total Members: 565

MEMBERSHIP BY THE NUMBERS

SHOUT OUT!
Congratulations to the following member(s) recently

gaining their Certification through the AAPL :

Jacob Visnic – RL Certification 
Jessica Greenwald – RL Certification 

Duncan Troy – RL Certification 
Robert Bouley – RL Certification 

New members are approved on a monthly basis.  If the need arises to move along membership
approval (ex.  Ohio Landman Registration), please email Abby Veigel - abbyveigel@mlbc-aapl.org



MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

The MLBC membership application is located on the website at www.mlbc-aapl.org. Please check
your information on the website prior to submitting your renewal.   The MLBC website has an
updated version of the membership listing.  Please use this resource if you cannot find yours or
others information in the directory. Please report any errors or omissions to Abby Veigel at
abbyveigel@mlbc-aapl.org.

Application for membership in the Association shall be subject to the approval by a majority vote of
the Executive Committee at a regularly scheduled meeting and shall require the signed approval by
the acting President of the Executive Committee, as evidence of the Committee’s approval.

Notice of the approved application(s) of all potential Association member(s) shall be printed in the
next regularly scheduled publication of the Association. Members shall have the opportunity for a
period of thirty (30) days following the publication to object to the potential member’s application.

T H E  W I L D C A T T E R

Jeremy White met some of the stars from the
tv show Landman at NAPE in Houston this
past week! He said it was awesome to meet

them, but they were very quiet. 

Nik Tysiak, Steve Carr, John Catsonis, Rob Greiner and Grant
Stetz met up at an event at NAPE in Houston this past week

sponsored by Dudley Land Company. 

http://www.mlbc-aapl.org/
https://mlbc-aapl.org/
https://mlbc-aapl.org/
https://mlbc-aapl.org/
https://mlbc-aapl.org/

