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F riday the 13th at Nema-
colin Woodlands Resort, 

Good Luck!  
 
Again we return to one of my 
favorite places, Nemacolin 
Woodlands Resort, for one of 
our biggest charity events of 
the year. Proceeds of this 
event will benefit Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of the Greater 
Pittsburgh Area.  Thanks to 
volunteers like Steve Carr of 
T.S. Dudley and his team, 
along with the generosity of 
our sponsor companies, we as 
a group of professionals are 

able to give back to the com-
munity we work and live in. 
With their efforts we were 
able to donate $30,000.00 
last year to BBBS.  
 

The MLBC runs mostly on vol-
unteers and there are oppor-
tunities in each and every 
committee. If you would like to 
help out please contact any of 
the Committee Chairs or  Aa-
ron Yost, our Secretary. 
 
I look forward to seeing eve-
ryone at Nemacolin and hope 
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you have a great time whether your are golfing, shooting or taking part in any of the many 
activities they have to offer. 
 
Charles E. “Chuck” Heilmann 
2013-2014 MLBC President 
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Presidential Address Continued 

John Kimbleton reports the bank bal-
ance  is $120, 943.10 

Treasurer’s Report 
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Secretary’s Report  

T he MLBC is fortunate to have volunteers who dedicate their personal time to the committees 
that keep the organization humming.  Committee work can be time consuming, but also re-

warding in that it provides the opportunity to network with other Landmen while possibly gaining 
some new experience.  Following are the current MLBC committees and committee chairs: 
 
 Awards Committee       Marketing Committee 
 Chair - Bruce Turner       Chair- Anthony Farr 
 
 Bylaws Committee       Membership Committee 
 Chair - Chris Elswick       Chair - Jeremy Preston 
 
 Certification Committee      Membership Directory 
 Chair – Jim Talkington      Chair - Crystal Murphy 
 
 Education Committee      NAPE East Committee 
 Chair – Britney Crookshanks     Chair - Aaron Yost 
 
 Ethics Committee       Photography Committee 
 Chair – Doug Richards      Chair - Marlene Heilmann 
 
 Fall Golf Committee      Spring Golf Committee  
 Chair – Steve Carr       Chair - Aaron Yost 
 
 Finance Committee       Sponsorships Committee 
 Chair – Mark Acree       Chair– Sherry Gorman 
      
 Historian Committee       Website/Job Bank Committee 
 Chair – Fred Kent       Chair - Jeremy Preston 
 
The committees contain members who all assist with the planning and implementation of MLBC ac-
tivities.  If you haven’t already, and would like to volunteer as a committee member, please let 
me know. 
 
Several committees are very busy right now -- Education has speakers lined up through the end 
of the year and is working to finalize speakers through the spring.  Fall golf is finalizing the event 
at Nemacolin for September 13.  Membership Directory is working to put together a handy di-
rectory (REMINDER TO KEEP YOUR CONTACT INFO UP TO DATE).  NAPE East is preparing to 
organize plans for next April and finally Spring Golf has booked two course at Oglebay Resort 
for next June and planning is underway. 
 
Get active with the MLBC! 
 
Aaron Yost, CPL 
2013-2014  MLBC Secretary 
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   “Precious Little” Extends Operator’s Lease 

 
On August 13, 2013, the Honorable Judge Brann, sitting in the Middle District of Pennsylvania, issued a memo-
randum opinion granting Summary Judgment in favor of Lessee-Defendants Chief Exploration & Development, 
LLC, et al. (“Chief”). The dispute arose when the Lessor-Plaintiffs asserted that that their leases with Chief had 
expired at the end of the respective primary terms. Ultimately, the court sided with Chief because it agreed that 
its physical activity, behind-the-scenes efforts and good faith intent to drill constituted “commencing operations” 
sufficient to perpetuate the lease beyond its primary term. 
 
The habendum clause in the Lease provided for a five-year primary term and a secondary clause that read, in 
pertinent part: “for as long thereafter as operations are conducted on the Leasehold in search of production of 
oil, gas or their constituents.” The Lease also contained a “Unitization” clause which afforded the lessee “the 
right to pool, unitize, or combine all or part of the Leasehold with other lands…at a time before or after drilling to 
create drilling or production units.” 
 
Prior to the expiration of the Leases’ five-year primary term, Chief executed a pooling and unitization agreement 
that included the Plaintiffs’ property. It was undisputed that almost immediately following the execution of the 
unitization agreement, Chief conducted activity on the unit. In fact, Chief had spent seven months prior to the 
unitization agreement preparing land on the unit for drilling. Plaintiffs alleged, however, that Chief’s activity did 
not rise to the level of “commencing operations” and therefore the lease terminated upon the end of the primary 
term. 
 
The court duly noted that several preceding courts “have asked and considered what it takes to ‘commence op-
erations,’ and have overwhelmingly answered: precious little.” It relied on the principle established by the Su-
preme Court of Pennsylvania in Henderson v. Ferrell, 183 Pa. 547, 38 A. 1018 (1898) that explained “very little 
should be required of the lessee to satisfy the commencement obligation prior to the expiration of the primary 
term, so long as he intends to proceed with due diligence.” 
 
Applying that principle to the undisputed facts, the court held that Chief was conducting operations on the 
Leasehold (via the unit) in search of production of oil, gas, or their constituents at the expiration of the primary 
term. Further, it held that Chief commenced operations in good faith and with the intention of completing the 
work diligently. Accordingly, the court granted summary judgment in favor of Chief, finding that the lease contin-
ued beyond its primary term.  
 
 Brian J. Pulito       Thomas J. Sengewalt 
   Steptoe & Johnson      Steptoe & Johnson 
   
      Copyright © 2013 Steptoe & Johnson PLLC. All Rights Reserved.  
                                Disclaimer | Feedback | www.steptoe-johnson.com 

                              Facebook • Twitter 
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MLBC Meeting Schedule 

Date   Location   Speaker   Topic 
   
September 13, 2013 Nemacolin Woodlands Resort Fall Golf Outing 
   Farmington, PA   Sporting Clay Shoot 
 
October 3, 2013 Joint Meeting with Appalachian Land Institute 
   Morgantown, WV 
 
November 14, 2013 Grandpointe Conference Center Tom Dean   Safety Presentation 
   Vienna, WV   EQT 
 
January 9, 2014 Bridgeport Conference Center TBD    TBD   
   Bridgeport, WV (Luncheon) 
 
February 13, 2014 Hilton Garden Inn  TBD    TBD 
   Canonsburg, PA 
 
March 13, 2014 Waterfront Place Hotel  TBD    Half Day Seminar 
   Morgantown, WV 

September 2013 Dinner Meeting Sponsors 
 

Duncan Land Services 
Reserve Energy 

Steptoe & Johnson PLLC 
 

Thank You For Your Support! 
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Gateway Clipper Dinner Meeting Photos  

For more photos, please visit the website photo album by clicking here. 

http://www.viethhosting.com/mlbc/VPhoto.php


  

 

September 2013 Page 7 



  

 

2013 — August New Members*  

Page 8 September 2013  

Memberships 

* Notice of the application(s) of all potential Chapter member(s) shall be published in the next regularly scheduled monthly Chapter “Takeoff” news-
letter.  Active members shall have the opportunity during for a period of thirty (30) days following the first publication to object to the potential 
members’ application. Such objections to membership approval may be submitted to any member of the Executive Committee and shall be in writing. 
The Executive Committee shall take any such objection under counsel in the next regularly scheduled monthly Executive Committee meeting. A decision 
to accept or reject the membership application shall be determined by a majority vote at such meeting. The Executive Committee shall notify the 
applicant in writing of rejection. 

Application for membership in the Chapter shall be subject to the approval by a majority vote of the Executive Committee at a regularly scheduled 
meeting, after the aforementioned thirty (30) day newsletter publication period, and shall require the signed approval by the acting President of the 

First Name Last Name Employer Member Type 
Christy Dugan  Associate 
Greg Ramsey Chief Oil & Gas LLC Active 
Janis Proctor Chief Oil & Gas LLC Active 
Corey Long Consol Energy Active 
Cole Bailiff DPS Penn Active 
Michael Barry EQT Active 
Nathan Russell EQT Corporation Active 
L. Ronnie Morrell Honor Rescources Company Associate 
Charles Hilterbrand Honor Resources Company Active 
Mark Harlan Honor Resources Company Associate 
Marshall Casale Honor Resources Company Active 
Amber Casale Honor Resources Company Active 
Marilyn Mcleombs Honor Resources Company Active 
Thomas McCauliffe Honor Resources Company Associate 
Dianne McCauliffe Honor Resources Company Associate 
Diane Rockhold Honor Resources Company Active 
Dana Brown Land and Resource Management Associate 
Zack Kerns National Land Consulting, LLC Associate 
Lindsay Jones Self Active 
Gregory Primeau Site-Ac, Inc. Active 
Jamie Little Steptoe & Johnson PLLC Associate 
Thomas Tenney Tenney Land Company Active 
Samuel Papa Western Land Services Active 

The MLBC membership application is located on the website at www.mlbc-aapl.org. Please check your information on the 
website prior to submitting your renewal.  The MLBC website has an updated version of the membership listing.  Please 
use this resource if you can not find yours or others information in the directory.  Please report any errors or omissions to 
Tara White at twhite@mlbc-aapl.org. 
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Awards  Bruce Turner    bruce.turner@steptoe-johnson.com  

Bylaws   Chris Elswick    chris.elswick@steptoe-johnson.com  

Certification   James E. Talkington, Jr., CPL/ESA  jeta@frontier.com 

Education   Britney Crookshanks, RPL  britney.crookshanks@percheronllc.com 

Ethics    Doug Richards    honordjr@aol.com 

Fall Golf   Steve Carr, RPL   steve.carr@tsdudley.com    

Finance   Mark Acree, CPL    macree@nobleenergyinc.com 

Historian   Frederick J. Kent, CPL    KentFrederick@Hotmail.com 

Marketing  Anthony Farr, RPL   afarr@tioga-resources.com 

Membership   Jeremy D. Preston , RPL  jpreston@eqt.com 

Directory  Crystal Murphy   cmurphy@tioga-resources.com 

NAPE East  Aaron Yost    ayost@percheronllc.com 

Photography   Marlene Heilmann   marheilmann@yahoo.com  

Spring Golf  Aaron Yost    ayost@percheronllc.com 

Sponsorships   Sherry B. Gorman   sgorman@eqt.com 

Website /Job Bank Jeremy D. Preston , RPL  jpreston@eqt.com 

2013-2014 Committee Chairs 
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www.landman.org
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http://mms.mlbc-aapl.org/Calendar/moreinfo.php?eventid=22072
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http://mms.mlbc-aapl.org/Calendar/moreinfo.php?eventid=22072
http://mms.mlbc-aapl.org/Calendar/moreinfo.php?eventid=22072
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Corporate Sponsorship Levels 

 
Platinum $5000.00 per year 
Benefits of Platinum Sponsor 

● Logo on the corporate sponsor board at every meeting along with the meeting sponsor 

board.  
● Logo on the back of every Takeoff and the bottom of every membership email.  

● Receive three meeting/dinner passes for each meeting for one year.  

● Receive one free Full Page advertising ad  

● Receive free Half Page ad in the takeoff per year.  

● Logo on Golf Outing sponsorship boards. 

Gold $2500.00 per year 
Benefits of Gold Sponsor 

● Logo on the corporate sponsor board at every meeting.  

● Logo on the back of every Takeoff and the bottom of every membership email.  

● Receive one free Half Page advertising ad in the Takeoff per year. 

● Logo on Golf Outing sponsorship boards. 

Silver $1500.00 per year  
Benefits of Silver Sponsor  

● Logo on the corporate sponsor board at six meetings.  

● Logo on the back of every Takeoff and the bottom of every membership email.  

● Receive one free Half Page advertising ad in the Takeoff per year. 

Bronze $500 per year 
Benefits of Bronze Sponsor  

● Logo on the corporate sponsor board at three meetings.  

●  Logo on the back of every Takeoff. 

Advertising in The TakeOff 
Full page ad $500 per month 
Half page ad $250 per month 

To secure a corporate sponsorship, adver-
tise in The Takeoff or if you have any ques-
tions, please contact Tara White at 
twhite@mlbc-aapl.org. 



  

 

MLBC WEBSITE 

If you experience any problems using the website or if you have any suggestions, 
please contact Jeremy Preston via e-mail at JPreston@eqt.com. 
 

JOB BANK  

The direct link for MLBC Job Bank is www.mlbcjobbank.com.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Jeremy Preston via e-mail at JPreston@eqt.com. 
 

PHOTO ALBUM 
We would like to share our Photo Album with you to show you what MLBC  has 
been doing throughout the year.  The direct link for MLBC Photo Album is 
www.mlbc-aapl.org/VPhoto.php. 

We are on the web! 

www.mlbc-aapl.org 

Michael Late Benedum  

MLBC-AAPL 
P.O. Box 955 
Bridgeport, WV  26330 

“The Great Wildcatter” 




